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Study Guide

Part One

G. Michael Cocoris

Lesson One

Outline Of Amos

He Ought to Be Shot!
The theme of Amos is judgment. The structure consists of eight
prophecies (chs.1, 2), three messages, the last of which contains two
woes (chs. 3-6), and five visions (chs. 7-9). The book concludes with a
prophecy predicting the ultimate restoration of Isreal.
I

II

III

The Judgment Announced.

Amos 1:1-2:16

A.

On Three Heathen Nations

1:3-10

B.

On Three Kindred Nations

1:11--2:3

C.

On the Sister Nation

2:4-5

D.

On Isreal

2:6-16

The Judgment Amplified

Amos 3:1-6:14

A.

The First Message

3: 1-15

B.

The Second Message

4:1-13

C.

The Third Message

5: 1-17

D.

The First Woe

5:18-27

E.

The Second Woe

6:1-14

The Judgment Assured
A.

Amos 7:1-9:10
7:1-9

The Visions of Locusts,
Fire and a Plumb Line

B.

The Protest of Amaziah

7:10-17

C.

The Vision of Basket Fruit

8:1-14

D.

The Vision of the Lord by the Altar

9:1-10

Conclusion

Amos 1:1-2:16

Amos 9:11-15

THINK ABOUT IT
"Commonly we say a Judgement falls upon a Man for some
thing in him we cannot abide."
~ John Seldon

LESSONS FROM SCRIPTURE
Upon considering the actions of a person, have you ever thought to
yourself, "He ought to be shot!"? If you have, you can identify with the
Israelites who lived in the Northern Kingdom about 760 BC. They were
surrounded by nations who had committed hideous atrocities. They, no
doubt, felt that these people out to be shot. Finally, a man stood up and
said just that. That man was Amos.
Amos 1:2 is the introduction and the theme of the book. Amos says,
"The Lord roars on His prey." Thus, Amos is saying that judgment is
about to fall. He expounds on that basic message throughout the book in
eight prophecies (chs. 1, 2), three messages (chs. 3-6), and five visions
(chs. 7-9:10). Since the eight prophecies are a unit, they will be consid
ered together in our first study.
Beginning in 1:3 and going through 2:5, Amos pronounces judgment
on the nations surrounding Israel. In each case he says, "For three trans
gressions of ... and for four .... " This expression does not mean there
were exactly four transgressions, as is obvious from reading the account,
for only one crime is mentioned in each instance. Rather, the graduated
scale serves to denote the multiplication of sins and, no doubt, there were
more than four. Keil, for example, says the expression indicates a large,
not small, number of crimes.
Other items are repeated in each prophecy. In all eight prophecies,
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the Lord says, "I will not tum away its punishment." That expression is
added to indicate that the judgment is irrevocable. In every case, he also
mentions fire, which is the means of judgment (cf. 1:4, 7, 10, 12, 14; 2:2, 5).
It should also be noticed that, in these eight prophecies, first a sin is stated
and then the sentence of God on that sin is given.

Surely, when Amos preached this message to the people of the
Northern Kingdom of Israel, they said, "Amen!" for Damascus had been
a bitter enemy. This prophecy was fulfilled when the Assyrian king,
Tiglath-Pileser, conquered Damascus in the time of Ahaz and broke up
the kingdom of Syria (cf. 2 Kings 16:9).

I. Judgment of Damascus (Syria). Amos 1:3-5
A. The Sin: Cruelty to Israel. 1 :3

II. Judgment on Gaza (Philistia). Amos 1:6-8
A. The Sin: Slavery. 1 :6

Amos first mentions Damascus, which was the capital of Syria, a
nation northeast of Israel just beyond the Golan Heights. The sin of
Syria was the threshing of Gilead with implements of iron. Gilead was
the territory belonging to the tribes of Reuben, Gad and half the tribe of
Manasseh, a region east of the Jordan River and particularly open to the
attacks of Syria.
During the reign of Jehu, Hazael conquered the Gileadites and
cruelly crushed them with crushing machines (2 Kings 13:7). According
to Jerome, this was done with a kind of cart that had toothed iron wheels
underneath, which was normally used to crush the straw in the threshing
floor after the grain had been beaten out. This was a needless, senseless,
crude, cruel, tearing and mangling of dead bodies. People were treated
like com.

The next prophecy is against Gaza, which is here representative of
all Philistia (cf. 1:8). Amos moved from preaching against Syria, which
was northeast of Israel, to preaching against Philistia, which was south
west of the Northern Kingdom. To this day there is a "Gaza Strip"
between Israel and Egypt.
The sin of the Philistines was that they delivered an entire captivity
to Edom, the arch enemy of Israel. This was not just a few war captives,
this was the wholesale deportation of an entire region. Most understand
this to mean that the Philistines sold the Israelites to Edom as slaves.
This probably refers to an invasion of Judah by the Philistines in the
reign of Jehoram (cf. 2 Chron. 21:16).

B.

The Sentence: Destruction. 1 :4-5

A three-fold sentence was pronounced on Syria. First, their palaces
would be destroyed (1:4). Hazael and his son, Ben Hadad, were two of
the most grievous oppressors of Israel. Their personal palaces were to be
destroyed by fire. Secondly, the capital would be conquered (1:5a). The
expression in verse 5, "The breaking of the bars," refers to the breaking
of the gate of the city and the consequent entrance of the beseiging
enemy. Finally, the people of Syria would be killed or carried into
captivity. Some would be "cut off," i.e., slaughtered in connection with
the captivity of the towns. Both princes (the sceptor holders) and people
(inhabitants), both high and low, would perish. Those not killed would
be taken captive to Kir, which was an Assyrian province on the bank of
the river of the same name.
In other words, because of her cruel treatment of Israel, Damascus
would be conquered and carried into captivity. The Arabs said of
Damascus, "If there is a Garden of Eden on earth, it is Damascus, and if a
heaven, Damascus is like it on earth." Their garden was to become a pile
of rocks.

B.

The Sentence: Destruction. 1 :7-8

The sentence on Philistia is similar to that of Syria. The palaces and
the city of Gaza would be destroyed by fire (1:7). The rulers and those
ruled shall be killed, even the remnant shall perish (1 :8). Here, as in verses
4 and 5, the threat is rhetorically individualized so that in one case the
burning of the city is predicted and in another the destruction of the people.
In Hebrew, the expression "I will tum My hand against Ekron" (1:8)
means "to stretch it out again." God's hand had been stretched out
against Ashdod and Askelon, and now Amos is saying it will be stretched
out again against Ekron. God will visit that city with the same judgment.
In other words, because of her cruel treatment of Israel, Philistia would
be conquered and destroyed. Surely, when the Israelites of the Northern
Kingdom heard this Qlessage they again said to themselves, "Amen!"

m.

Judgment on Tyre (Phoenicia). Amos 1:9-10

A. The Sin: Slavery in spite of a covenant. 1 :9
Now Amos moves north, up the Mediterranean coast to Tyre, which
was the capital of Phoenicia. In covering these three nations in this order,
Amos has made a circle around Israel.
The crime of the Phoenicians was the same as that of the Philistines.
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They purchased prisoners of war and sold them to Edom (1 :9a). No one
knows from whom they purchased these captives, but several have
suggested that it was from the Syrians in the War of Hazael and Ben
Hadad with Israel.
But Tyre was more guilty than Gaza because they had a covenant
with Israel which they had broken (1 :9b). Both David and Solomon
entered into a friendly alliance with the king of Tyre (2 Sam. 5: 11; 1
Kings 5:15). Furthermore, no king of Israel or Judah had ever made war
against Phoenicia.
The Sentence: Destruction. 1 :JO
The sentence is also the same as that pronounced on Gaza: the walls
and palaces of Tyre shall be devoured by fire. This judgment was carried
out when parts of Tyre were burned under an attack by Nebuchadnezzar.
No doubt, when the people in the Northern Kingdom heard this prophe
cy, they again thought, "Amen!"
These three nations constitute a group in that they were all heathen
neighbors who had been cruel to Israel. In each of these cases, Amos
uses the capital of the nation to represent the whole country.
The spiritual point is that God judges all nations. Even in the Old
Testament, God is the God over the Gentiles, as well as over Israel.

B.

11
V.

Judgment on Ammon. Amos 1:13-15

The Sin: Atrocities against pregnant women. 1 :13
Amos moves north of Edom to pronounce judgment on Ammon,
who was also related to Israel in that they were descendants of Lot (i.e.,
by his youngest daughter; cf. Gen. 19:36-38).
Their sin was that they ripped open pregnant women so that they
could enlarge their territory (1:13). The occasion of this Ammonite
cruelty toward Israel is not recorded in any Old Testament historical
account. All that is known is that, at some point, the Ammonites prac
ticed extermination expansion. Amos singles out the ripping open of the
women with children as the climax of those cruelties.

A.

B.

The Sentence: Destruction. 1 :14-15
As a punishment, the tables would be turned and Ammon would be
the object of foreign invaders. The capital, Rabbah, which is modem
Ammon, would be burned, the palaces devoured, the kings and princes
would end up in exile, and their kingdom would be destroyed. "A
tempest in the day of whirlwind" (1:14) is a figurative expression of the
storming of the city by assault. Again, all God's people in the Northern
Kingdom said, "Amen!"

IV. Judgment on Edom. Amos 1:11-12

VI. Judgment on Moab. Amos 2:1-3

The Sin: Hatred of Israel. 1 :11
Next, Amos turns his attention to Edom. Beginning with Edom, he
names the nation instead of the capital. There is a difference between the
first three countries and the next four. The first three were heathen neigh
bors to Israel. The ones to follow are, to one degree or another, kindred
neighbors. For example, Jacob and Esau were twin brothers. From
Jacob came Israel and from Esau came Edom, which was south of Israel.
Amos poes not condemn any particular incident in Edom's history.
Rather, he points his finger at Edom's perpetual hatred toward its brother
nation, Israel, which broke out into acts of cruelty at every possible
opportunity (1:11). Edom suppressed her sympathy and allowed her
wrath and anger to boil over into acts of violence.

A.

A.

B.

The Sentence: Destruction. 1:12
Their punishment, like the others, would be destruction by fire.
Teman is probably another name for Edom, rather than a city. As in the
other cases, when the people of the Northern Kingdom heard this prophe
cy, they couldn't help but feel an "Amen!" arise within their souls.

The Sin: Atrocities against the dead. 2:1
Between Edom and Ammon lay the small country of Moab, another
relative of Israel, which was also a descendant of Lot (by his elder
daughter; cf. Gen. 19:36-38).
Moab's sin was burning the bones of the King of Edom into lime.
This was not the burning of the King alive, but the burning of his corpse
so completely that the bones turned into a powder-like lime. In other
words, vengeance was poured out on the dead. It revealed the spirit of
revenge which did not stop, even at death. There is no record of this in
the Old Testament, but Jewish tradition, found in Jerome, says that after
the war between Jehoram of Israel, and Jehoshaphat of Judah, and the
King of Edom, all against the Moabites (cf. 2 Kings 3:26-27), the
Moabites dug up the bones of the King of Edom and heaped insult upon
them by burning the bones into ashes.
A commentator named Keil argues that since all the other crimes of
the other nations mentioned in this passage were against Israel, then the
one with which Moab is charged must have been associated in some way
with Israel or Judah. In the war, mentioned in 2 Kings 3, the King of
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Edom was a vassal of Judah. If that is the case mentioned here, then this
took place soon after that war, because less than 1O years later, the
Edomites shook off their dependence on Judah (cf. 2 Kings 8:20).

B.

The Sentence: Destruction. 2:2-3
The judgment against Moab is the same as th~ others: destruction
and death. She, like the others, would be destroyed by the fire of war.
Kerioth, one of the prominent cities of Moab, will find her palaces
consumed by fire (2:2). The death of Moab and her people with tumult,
shouting and the sound of the trumpets was realized when
Nebuchadnezzar invaded her (cf. 2:2). No doubt, hearing Amos' prophe
cy like this against Moab brought another resounding "Amen!" from the
people in the Northern Kingdom who heard his message.
VII. Judgment on Judah. Amos 2:4-5

The Sin: Despising God's Word. 2:4
Thus far, Amos has prophesied against nations near the Northern
Kingdom who acted cruelly against her. Some were "distant relatives"
and others were not related at all. But now he speaks out against the sins
of the Southern Kingdom, Judah, who was the sister nation of Israel.
These other nations had sinned against the laws of nature and natural
feelings, but Judah violated the very revealed law of God.
Amos says they despised the law of the Lord and did not keep the
commandments (2:4). Furthermore, they were idolatrous. The expres
sion "their lies" (2:4) refers to the idols. Even the expression "walking
after" is a standard expression for idolatry in the Old Testament. Idols
are lies in that they have no reality in themselves and are unable to
perform what is expected of them.
B. The Sentence: Destruction. 2 :5
Judah would be judged by fire (2:5). Invaders would conquer her
capital and devour her palaces. Jerusalem was reduced to ashes when
Nebuchadnezzar captured the city in 586 BC. The Northern Kingdom
probably said "Amen!" when they heard of this judgment on the
Southern Kingdom.
A.

Israelites heard this, they no doubt shouted, "Amen!" Remembering
how these nations had been cruel to them, they probably believed that
these nations were getting what they deserved.
Then Amos prophesied against the nations near Israel who were
related to her. He began with the one furthest away and basically moved
toward her. Again, Israel surely shouted, "At last!" because these
nations, too, had been cruel to her and now justice was being done.
After that, Amos pronounced judgment on Judah for her disobedi
ence and idolatry. Israel probably again shouted approval, for there had
been a long standing rivalry between the Northern and Southern
Kingdoms.
Finally, this diplomatic preacher pronounces judgment on them!
(2: 6-16). In precisely the same form as with the others, he denounces
the sins of Israel and declares her sentence. But whereas he only listed
one or two sins for the others, he gives a much fuller description of the
sins of Israel, naming a number of them (2:6-12).
1.

Injustice. 2:6
"Selling the righteous for silver," i.e., money, is a reference to the
unjust treatment the innocent received from the corrupt, crooked judges
(2:6). The righteous, in this verse, are those who were righteous in the
judicial sense, not the moral sense. They were innocent of a punishable
crime, but were condemned by judges for a bribe which clearly violated
the Mosaic Law (cf. Deut. 16:19). If the person before the judge was
poor, he would take the price of a pair of shoes, which was a mere trifle
of a sum, but a bribe nonetheless.
2.

Ill-treatment. 2:7a
They were not just greedy, they were oppressive. "To pant after dust
on the head of the poor" was to long to see the head of the poor covered
with dust. It was to desire to bring them into such a state of misery that
they would scatter dust upon their heads. To cover their crimes, they
perverted the case of the humble. These unjust judges were not satisfied
with gain, they did not rest until they had brought the poor down to the
very depths of sorrow.
3.

VIII. Judgment on Israel.

A.

The Sin: Social injustice and spiritual indifference. 2:6-12.
So far, Amos has pronounced judgment against all the nations imme
diately around the Northern Kingdom. First, he spoke out against three
heathen nations, methodically moving around Israel in a circle. As the
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Immorality. 2:7b
There was immorality of the grossest sort. A man and his father
went in to the same prostitute. The wording seems to suggest that the son
led the father, not vice versa. Some relate this to pagan temple prostitu
tion. Others disagree. Whatever the specifics, this much is clear: such
immorality defiled the holy name of God. This was not done from
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wickedness or ignorance, but, as one commentator says, it was "daring
contempt of the commandments of God." Someone has said that we
either grace the grace that saves us or we disgrace the grace that saves us.
4.

Insensitivity. 2:8
Sin is selfishness. Selfishness makes one insensitive toward others.
These Israelites had sinned (2:6-7) and, thus, became insensitive toward
man and God. They laid down clothes taken in pledge beside the altar.
The Mosaic Law required that the outer garment of a poor man, given in
pledge for a debt, be returned to him before sunset so that he would have
it during the cold night (Ex. 22:26). A pawned garment was not to be
slept on (Deut. 24: 12, 13). But these insensitive Israelites kept these
garments, slept on them and did it by the altar! Their insensitivity to God
was manifested by the fact that they bought wine with the money made
from bribes and drank it in the house of God (2:8).
5.
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Indifference. 2:9-12
On top of all these social injustices was spiritual indifference. God
had been gracious. He had destroyed the Ammonites, the former inhabi
tants of Canaan (2:9). They were as tall as cedars and as strong as oaks
(2:9b). Israel could never have defeated them alone without God's help.
Yet God exterminated them from their root to their fruit (2:9c).
God not only destroyed the inhabitants of Canaan, He delivered the
Israelites from Egypt (2: 10a), led them through the wilderness into the
land (2: 10b), and gave them His Word through the prophets (2: 11).
Some of their young men took vows beyond that of others and were
extraordinary examples of complete dedication to the Lord. For
example, they took a vow of total abstinence from wine (cf. Num. 6:2-3).
But Israel's response was spiritual indifference, ingratitude and more
iniquity. They ignored their rich, spiritual heritage. They tempted the
Nazarites to break their vows by drinking wine and they prohibited the
prophets from prophesying.
To sum up, Israel's sins were social injustice and spiritual indiffer
ence. They sinned against God and against others. By using the same
literary devices for the sins of the heathen nations and the sins of Israel,
Amos is teaching that sins of the holy nation are the same as sins of the
heathen nations, at least in principle. Feinberg has said, "When those who
know the Light commit sin, they often go to greater extremes than those
who do not know God at all. Light rejected, ever results in greater night."

B.
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The Sentence: Destruction. 2:13-16

As with other nations, Amos pronounces sentence on Israel. Amos
2: 13 is a problem. Does it refer to Israel being pressured under the Lord as
a cart is pressed when it is full of sheaves, or is it the Lord who is pressed
under them? The former view is preferred. God is going to press Israel
down. No one will be able to escape. The swift, the strong and the mighty
will not be delivered, but will be destroyed (2:14). The bowman, the foot
soldier and the horseman will all be helpless (2: 15). The courageous will
flee in fear, leaving his garment behind by which the enemy seizes him.
All this implies that the kingdom will be destroyed. When grace is repeat
edly rejected, there is no escaping the judgment to come.
Conclusion
God will judge the sins of sinners and saints. He does not condemn
the sins of sinners and condone the sins of saints.
A holy God judges sin no matter where He finds it. If someone else
"ought to be shot" because of what he has done, then if you do the same
thing, you should be shot too!
FOR FURTHER STUDY
1. Read Matt. 7:1-5. If God judges the sins of sinners and saints,
what does that imply about the natural human tendency to judge others?

2. It is bad for a non-Christian to commit a sin, but in what ways is
it worse if a Christian commits the same sin? What conclusions might an
onlooker draw when he or she sees a Christian sinning?
3. The Israelites were happy when God pronounced judgment on
their enemies. How might their attitude have changed when Amos got
around to pronouncing judgment on Israel? In what ways are we unwill
ing to accept the same consequences of sin as we wish for others?

Lesson Two

The Roar of the Lion
Amos 3:1-15

THINK ABOUT IT
"If the world despises hypocrites, what must be the estimate of

them in heaven?"
~ Jeanne Manon Roland

LESSONS FROM SCRIPTURE

The book of Amos is a little-known book of the Bible that contains a
well-known, but unpopular truth - judgment. Having announced in
eight prophecies (chs. 1-2) that judgment would come on the Northern
Kingdom, Amos now amplifies that message in three messages (chs. 36). The first of those three messages which certify that judgment is
coming ~s recorded in Amos 3.

I.

The Vindication of the Prophet. Amos 3:1-8

A.

God has spoken; He will judge His children. 3 :1-3

From what Amos says in his book, it is apparent that the people in
the Northern Kingdom thought that they were in good shape. Politically,
it was a period of expansion, freedom and peace. Socially, it was a
season of unprecedented prosperity. But spiritually, it was a time of
decadence. Amos saw the spiritual condition; the people did not. So,
Amos vindicates himself.
He begins by saying God has spoken, He will judge His children
(3: 1). Technically, this message is addressed to all 12 tribes, i.e., the
whole family God brought out of the land of Egypt (3:1). Yet, in what
follows, he specifically speaks to just the 10 tribes of the Northern
Kingdom (cf. esp. 3:12). God tells the Northern Kingdom that He is
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about to judge them. The two southern tribes need to know that if they
do not tum to the Lord, the same fate awaits them.
Amos underscores that God judges His children, for in verse 2 he
tells them that God says, "You only have I known .... " Then He adds,
"Therefore I will punish .... " One might expect the text to say, "I have
known ... therefore there is no judgment," but divine election does not
secure the sinful nation against punishment for their sins.

B.

Thus, the prophet speaks and the people should fear. 3:3-8
But the message of judgment is the very message to which people
react. So Amos has to vindicate himself which he does with a series of
seven questions.

Can two walk together unless they are agreed? 3:3
The "two" in this verse are popularly taken to be God and Israel, but
the context indicates that the two who walk together are God and Amos.
The agreement is usually understood to mean agreement about life, or
how things are to be done, but the Hebrew word translated "agreed,"
means "appointment." In other words, when two are seen walking
together, it is taken for granted that they had made a previous appoint
ment. The walking together is the effect; the appointment is the cause.
Likewise, Amos' preaching of judgment is the effect; God having sent
him is the cause.
1.

2.

Will a lion roar in the forest when he has no prey? 2:4a
A lion roars when it has prey before it and there is no possibility of
escape. The roar is a declaration of war. After the roar there immediate
ly follows a slaughter. The Lord is the lion (cf. Amos 1:2; Hos. 11: 10).
God would not threaten judgment if He had not a nation ripe for judg
ment before Him.
3.

Will a young lion cry out of his den if he has caught nothing? 3:4b
The young lion is the one who remains in the den, the one which
cannot go in search of prey. When the old lion approaches with the prey,
the young lion cries out. In a like manner, Amos is crying out against
Israel because of the coming judgment.
Amos is saying: I'm walking because God and I made a date. I'm
crying out because God has roared.
Will a bird fall into a snare on the earth where there is no trap for it? 3:5a
Would a bird fall and stay on the ground if there were no trap? The
non-flying bird is the effect; the trap is the cause. Even so, would Amos
speak if God had not spoken?

4.
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Will a snare spring up from the earth if it has caught nothing at all? 3:5b
The next question in this series is the same illustration as the previ
ous question, only from the standpoint of the trap, not the bird. Would a
trap snap shut if there were no victim? In a similar fashion, would Amos
"go off" if God had not spoken to him?
6. If a trumpet is blown in a city, will not the people be afraid? 3:6a
Trumpets sounded in ancient Israel for festival gatherings and for
war. When the war trumpets sounded, the people were filled with fear.
Amos is sounding the trumpet and God is about to war against Israel.
Shouldn't they be afraid?
7. If there is calamity in a city, will not the Lord have done it? 3:6b
The calamity here is the result of war, but Amos is saying that
though God may use a human instrument in the form of another nation,
the calamity comes from Him as punishment for sin.
A careful consideration of these questions reveals that Amos is
saying, "I'm speaking because God as spoken to me. The Lion has
roared and, frankly, you ought to fear." But just so the point is not
missed, Amos says it plainly 3:7-8. God always reveals His will and
ways with His prophets, especially the coming of judgment. God speaks.
The Lion has roared. The prophet can only prophesy and the people fear.
Simply put, then, the Lion has roared, i.e., God has spoken so the prophet
speaks and the people should fear.

5.

II. The_Visit of the Neighbors. 3:9-10

A. Assemble the neighbors. 3:9a
At this point, God does a fascinating thing. He instructs Amos to
proclaim in the palaces at Ashdod and Egypt that the leaders are to
assemble on the mountains of Samaria. Samaria, the capital of the
Nortqem Kingdom, was built on top of one mountain and surrounded by
other mountains. From the mountains surrounding the city, men can see
what is transpiring within the city. God is telling Amos to assemble the
leaders from Ashdod and Egypt to these surrounding mountains.
But why Ashdod and Egypt? Ashdod was one of the capitals of the
Philistines. As a chief city of the uncircumcised, it was regarded by Israel
as godless. Egypt, of course, was considered unrighteous and ungodly.
God wants Israel's ungodly neighbors to assemble around Samaria. Why?
B. Let them see the sin. 3:9b-JO
God commands the godless to see the great tumults and the poor in
Samaria. The Hebrew word translated "tumult" in verse 9 denotes a state
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of confusion in which everything is topsy-turvy and all justice and order
are overthrown by open violence. The great tumults were occasioned by
the oppression of the poor.
The description of Israel's sin is continued in verse 10. The situation
is so bad that they no longer know to do right. By robbing and violence,
they had oppressed the poor so long, that there was confusion in their
heads and they didn't know to do right! It was so bad that God could
assemble godless pagans who could see that! If these heathen nations,
steeped in idolatry, condemned Israel, then how much more would a
righteous God?

m.
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sumptuously decorated with walls, doors and ceilings of inlaid ivory,
speaks of abundant prosperity. But the context indicates that this was
immorally obtained (cf. 3:9-10). This prophecy was fulfilled when
Samaria was taken by Shalmanezer (cf. 2 Kings 17:5-6).
Conclusion
God says "your sin is so excessive the pagans even say it is bad, so
I'm telling my prophet to pronounce judgment".
The lion has roared (cf. 1:2; 3:4; 3:8; 3:12). Your sin deserves judg
ment, so God is going to judge it. But first, He tells His prophet to tell
you so that you can get ready by repenting.

The Verdict of the Lord. 3:11-15

Your palaces shall be plundered.
Because their sins were extreme and excessive, God concludes He
must judge. With the "therefore" of verse 11, Amos records the verdict
of the Lord. He reveals three forms of judgment.
First, their palaces shall be plundered (3:11-12). An enemy shall
invade Israel, sap her strength and plunder her palaces. The very palaces
which stored up plunder (vs. 10) will be plundered (vs. 11). There will
not be very much left. It will be like a shepherd taking from the mouth of
a lion two legs and the piece of an ear of the sheep that the lion has just
devoured (3: 12). Perhaps this verse is also indicating that when the judg
ment is over there will be a small remnant left.
Those living in the palaces of Samaria were wallowing in extrava
gance and luxury (3:12b). This is indicated by the phrase "the comer of
the bed" which refers to the most comfortable part of a divan, the place
of honor. These divans were also inlaid with ivory (cf. Amos 6:4). The
phrase "the edge of the couch" refers to artistically woven textiles made
of costly materials. This adds to the picture of careless self-indulgence.
A.

B.

Your altars shall be destroyed. 3:13-14
The second aspect of the judgment will be the destruction of the
altars. God promises to destroy the altars at Bethel (3:14). The horns of
the altar there shall be cut off and fall to the ground (3:14). Those altars
were supposed to be a refuge.

C.

The Roar of the Lion

Your personal houses shall be destroyed. 3:15
The third result of the invasion - judgment - would be the
destruction of their personal houses. The winter houses and summer
houses of the rich, as well as the royalty, would be destroyed. Houses of
ivory, i.e., houses were decorated with inlaid ivory, shall perish. Homes

FOR FURTHER STUDY
1. In what ways were the people in the Northern Kingdom in good
shape although they were spiritually decadent? How can our outward
prosperity and peace mislead us about our spiritual condition?

2. What outward signs do we depend on to show us our spiritual
condition or the spiritual condition of others? How reliable are those
signs?
3. God commanded the godless to look at the sins of Israel.
Looking at recent news stories about the church, how does God use the
godless to convict the church of sin?

Lesson Three

Are You Prepared?
Amos 4:1-13

THINK ABOUT IT
"Sin may be clasped so close we cannot see its face."
~ Richard Trench

LESSONS FROM SCRIPTURE
After announcing judgment on the Northern Kingdom of Israel (chs.
1-2), Amos amplifies that theme by delivering three messages, each of
which begins with the phrase, "hear ·this word" (3:1; 4:1; 5:1). In this
second of three messages, Amos amplifies the theme of judgment, by
itemizing the sins of Israel which called forth that judgment.

I.

Injustice. 4:1-3

A.

Women have oppressed the poor to live in luxury.
Amos addresses his second message to the cows of Bashan. The
first message was addressed to the whole family of Israel, though it dealt
more specifically with the Northern Kingdom. The third is addressed to
the house of Israel, i.e., the Northern Kingdom. This, the second
message, is directed to the cows of Bashan. Who were they?
Bashan was the territory east of the Jordan River known for its lush
pastures which produced well-fed and fat cows. But who is Amos
calling a fat cow? Jerome said it referred to the rulers of Israel and all the
leading men of the ten tribes. But here they are called "cows" and not
"bulls." This graphic metaphor is a picture of wanton women of
Samaria. Amos 4:1 says, "You are on Mt. Samaria ... who say to your
husbands." These Samaritan women were luxury lovers and extravagant.
But being fat with luxury was not the problem. Amos goes on to say,
"who oppress the poor, crush the needy and say to their husbands, 'Bring
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the wine.'" In order to provide for their drunken revelries and
debaucheries, they continually oppressed the poor. Their sin was the
unjust treatment of the helpless.

B.

So they will be punished with exile.
Because of such conduct, God will judge them (4:2-3). The
announcement of the punishment is introduced by a solemn oath: The
Lord God has sworn by His holiness. The Holy One cannot tolerate
unrighteousness. The solemn oath should sober up these drunken
women.
God swears that the day will come when He will take them and their
prosperity away with fish hooks through broken walls to Harmon. Notice
that they will be taken out through walls broken by an invading army, not
through open gates. They will be cast into Harmon. There are all kinds of
theories as to the meaning of Harmon. The difficulty is that this is the
only occurrence of this word in the Old Testament. To complicate the
problem, no place called Harmon is known today. It is clear, however,
that Amos is saying that because of their sin, God will judge them by
allowing an enemy to destroy their city and carry them off into exile.
The figure Amos uses to describe the deportation is forceful. It is
not taken from animals, into whose noses hooks and rings are inserted to
take them, or from large fish who were let down into the water with nose
hooks, but the catch of fish in a fish pond with fish hooks! They will be
helpless and completely at the mercy of their captors.
The perversion of womanhood is an ugly state. Virtuous women
help others (Prov. 31 :20). Vicious women hurt others (Amos 4: 1-3).
These women lived a life of luxury, self-indulgence and injustice instead
of a life of service. Self-indulgence makes a pretty woman a fat cow.
II. Idolatry. 4:4-5

A.

Are You Prepared?

Are You Prepared?

Sin at Bethel.
Beginning with verse 4, Amos turns his attention from the women to
the whole nation (cf. "children of Israel," vs. 5), from their sins against
the poor to their sins against God.
Amos 4:4-5 was spoken in biting sarcasm. The Lord told the people
to come to Bethel and sin. Bethel was one of the places of worship in the
Northern Kingdom. After the division of the Kingdom in 931 BC, the
Northern Kingdom did not have access to Jerusalem, so Jeroboam I set
up two golden calf altars, one of which was at Bethel. He also appointed
a priest and made Bethel the center for a special national festival to be
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held on the 15th of the eighth month of every year (1 Kings 12:31-33).
Years later, in the reign of Jeroboam II, they were still practicing the idol
atry instituted by Jeroboam I (2 Kings 14:24). So when they went to
Bethel for religious ceremonies, it was an act of disobedience and defi
ance against God. As a matter of fact, the word translated "transgress"
(vs. 4) literally means "to rebel" or "revolt."
B. Multiply your sins at Gilgal.
Then he told them to multiply their transgressions at Gilgal, another
religious site in the north. In verses 4b-5, he told them how to do that.
Some commentators interpret these exhortations to involve things
contrary to the law. That does not exactly seem to be the case. These
verses seem to be giving an accurate picture of the way the people
adhered to their idolatrous practices, and yet they were, at the same time,
careful in keeping certain appointments ordained by the Mosaic Law.
According to the Mosaic Law, they were to bring sacrifices every
morning (Num. 28:3-4), and tithes every three years (Deut. 14:28). They
were to offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving with leaven (Lev. 7:12-13).
They were to give freewill offerings, though they were not necessarily to
proclaim it.
These people loved their religion, but they also loved their sin. To
continue to practice injustice and idolatry while following the details of
religious ceremony is to multiply transgression.

m.

Ignored warnings. 4:6-11

Famine. 4:6
To make matters even worse, the Lord had repeatedly warned the
nation, yet they had not returned to Him. In Amos 4:6-11, he lists the
warnings that He had given to the nation.
The first warning God had given them was famine. The phrase
"cleanness of teeth" is explained by the parallel phrase "want of bread."
This is a reference to famine. God used this more than once, but one
example is in 2 Kings 8: 1. Yet, they did not return to the Lord.

A.

B. Drought. 4:7-8
The second warning was drought. God withheld rain three months
before the harvest. This is a reference to the latter rain which fell in late
February or early March and was of the utmost importance to the full
development of com and grain. In the North, harvest commenced in the
latter part of May or the first part of June, so that in round numbers it was
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three months from the latter rains to the harvest.
To demonstrate that the lack of rain was not by chance, it rained on
one place and not on another. The drought compelled some cities to go
great distances, even for drinking water, and they still could not find
enough to satisfy themselves. Yet, they did not return to the Lord.

C. Disaster. 4:9
The third warning was disaster. "Blight" refers to the withering east
wind from the dry desert. The "mildew" which was from excessive
drought, not moisture, turned the ears of com yellow. This was the very
judgment predicted in Deuteronomy 28:22 for disobedience to the law.
Locusts devoured vineyards, fig trees and olive trees (Deut. 28:3940, 42). Life was undoubtedly unbearable from a physical point of view,
yet they did not return to the Lord.
D. War. 4:10
The fourth warning is said to be a plague like that which hits Egypt,
and seems to be a reference to war and death. Their young men were
slain by the sword. Even the horses perished. So great was the number
of slain that the unburied corpses filled the air with stench. Yet, they did
not return to the Lord.
E. Near annihilation. 4:11
The fifth warning was near annihilation. God overthrew some
suddenly, like He did Sodom and Gommorah, yet others were delivered
like a firebrand plucked from the burning. Yet, they did not return to the
Lord.
All of these were messages of God. How many have you had? How
many have you ignored?
IV. Invitation. 4:12-13

A.

Are You Prepared?

Are You Prepared?

Prepare to meet thy God.
The conclusion of this message is given in Amos 4:12-13. Because
of their social injustice, spiritual indifference, and ignored warnings, God
says, "This I will do." There is no doubt that the reference is to the future
rather than to the past, yet He is silent as to exactly what He will do.
The series of warnings listed in 4:6-11 went from the smaller to the
greatest chastisements. The climax was near annihilation. Then He says,
"This I will do." The very uncertainty is all the more frightening because
of the list just finished.
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The conclusion is really an invitation: Prepare to meet your God, 0,
Israel. Since they did not heed God's providential warnings in the past,
they must now meet Him face to face. It will not be indirectly by way of
His judgments, but directly in His presence. Get ready to meet God
Himself, not His judgments.

God is the almighty God of the universe.
To emphasize the command of verse 12, Amos depicts God in verse
13, as the almighty and omniscient God who creates prosperity and
adversity. He forms the mountains and creates the wind; He is the
Almighty Creator. He declares to man His thoughts and makes the
morning darkness; He is the all-knowing Creator. He treads the high
places of the earth; He is all-present. Israel was not dealing with nature
or nations, she was dealing with an omnipotent, omniscient, omnipresent,
Almighty Creator. No one can lie or hide or escape. He is the all
knowing, all-present, all-powerful God.

B.

Conclusion
In light of their injustice, idolatry and ignored warnings, God invites
His children to prepare to meet Him personally!
FOR FURTHER STUDY
1. The people of Gilgal loved their religious rites, and kept them
-while sinning. What religious rites do we as Christians observe? Does
our inner condition correspond to these outer symbols?

2. After the Israelites refused to listen to God's words, God began to
warn them with events such as famines and droughts. What does a
warning that comes in the form of a disaster or war imply about the
importance of the message and the greatness of the One delivering it?
3. In what ways does God warn us or speak to us? How can we be
sure that we are always prepared to listen?

Lesson Four

The Corpse in the Casket
Amos 5:1-17

THINK ABOUT IT
"Justice is truth in action."
~Joseph Joubert

LESSONS FROM SCRIPTURE
Amos delivers three messages, each beginning with the phrase,
"Hear this word." The third message, recorded in Amos 5, is not the kind
of message one might expect to hear in church these days.

I.

The Command of the Lord. 5:1-3

The Image. 5 :2
This message begins with the Lord inviting the Northern Kingdom to
hear a funeral dirge. He commands them to "hear ... this lamentation"
(5:1). The Hebrew word translated "lamentation" means "elegy, dirge."
It refers to a mournful song, literally, a dirge for the one who is dead.
The corpse in the casket at this funeral is described in verse 2.
Inside tlie casket is a young woman called a virgin. She has fallen and
will rise no more.

A.

B.

The Interpretation. 5:3
Amos is picturing the Northern Kingdom as though the judgment of
God had already taken place. The ruin is complete. The virgin of Israel
has fallen with no prospects of recovery, no one to come to her aid.
He goes on in verse 3 to say that the Lord has declared that Israel
will perish in war, even to a very small remnant; only a tenth will be
spared, the Lord's tithe.
Though the nation of Israel was in its prime (it was just like a young
virgin), and certainly nowhere near death, still the wages of sin is death.
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II. The Counsel of the Lord. 5:4-15

A.

The Corpse in the Casket

gate hated anyone who reproved their ungodly ways and abhorred
anyone who spoke uprightly, indicating, in essence, that they rejected the
command to seek the Lord.
Therefore, having rejected the Judge and justice, they treated others
unjustly (5: 11). The unscrupulous judges trampled the poor under foot
by "taking grain taxes from him" (5:llb). This is a reference to unjust
exhortation on the part of the judges who would only do justice to a poor
man when he was paid for it.
With the money from these corrupt practices, these judges bought
houses of hewn stone and planted vineyards. Houses of hewn stone were
expensive, for houses were usually made of sun-dried bricks. The
punishment for this ill-gotten gain is that they would not dwell in these
fine houses, nor would they enjoy wine from their vineyards (cf. Deut.
28:30, 39).
The reason for the punishment is given in verse 12. Their sins were
many and mighty. They afflicted the law-abiding citizens and took
bribes. At the same time, they prevented the poor from receiving any
justice at all. It was so bad that those who knew better kept silent (5: 13).
Times were so corrupt that all speaking was to no avail.
One cannot mistreat others and walk with the Lord at the same time.

The Counsel Revealed. 5 :4-9
After the counsel to hear and see their own dead corpse, the Lord
offers counsel which is rather simple: seek Me and live. Seek the Lord
and you '11 not perish is the point, but this does not mean that they will
merely remain alive; it indicates they will obtain the possession of true life.
He commands them not to seek Bethel nor enter Gilgal, or pass over
to Beer-sheba. In addition to Bethel and Gilgal, which were mentioned
in chapter four as places of idolatry (cf. 4:4, 5), Beer-sheba is also listed.
Beer-sheba was 25 miles south of Hebron in the Southern Kingdom.
Evidently, it, too, had been made a place of idolatrous worship (cf. Amos
8:14). The Israelites in the north crossed the border of their own
kingdom to make pilgrimages to Beer-sheba.
But seeking after these idol shrines, was to pursue that which would
come to nothing, for those places would be destroyed (5:5).
To add force to the exhortation, Amos brings up the omnipotence of
God, especially as it relates to judgment (5:6-9). God will devour Israel,
including Bethel, with fire (5:6).
Amos reminds them that they turned justice to wormwood.
Wormwood was a bitter plant, indicating here that they had turned that
which was supposed to be sweet, namely justice, into that which is bitter,
namely injustice. "To lay righteousness to rest" is like saying you have
trampled it under your feet.
Without any connecting link, Amos jumps to a description of the
Lord, as if to contrast their moral powerlessness with His omnipotence
(5:8). Note carefully "He made ... He turns ... He calls ...." He is the
creator of the universe for He created Pleiades and Orion, well known
constellations. He is the controller of the world in that He brings about
changes from day to night and vice-versa. He is the chief judge of the
earth, as indicated by the fact that He calls the water from the sea and
pours it on the earth. He rains ruin on the strong (5:9), which is no doubt
an allusion to the Flood. The omnipotent God brings sudden destruction
on the ungodly.

m.

B.

A.

The Counsel rejected. 5:10-13
Abruptly, Amos begins to talk about the sin of injustice in Israel. It
is evident that some, at least the unjust judges, rejected the command to
seek the Lord.
The "gate" of verse 10 was City Hall, the place where court was held
and all public affairs of the community discussed. The officials in the
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The Counsel renewed. 5:14-15
Yet, God renews His exhortation. Earlier He said, "Seek the Lord
and live" (5:6). Now He says, "Seek good and not evil that you may
live" (5:14).
They had outward form (4:4; 5:5) and boasted about it (4:5; 5:14),
but they lacked the inward reality of true fellowship with God. So, they
are advised to seek good and hate evil, so the Lord of Hosts would be
with them as they had spoken. The good that they were to seek after is
identified in verse 15. It is establishing justice in the gate. If they were
to do that, the Lord would be gracious to the remnant of Joseph.
C.

The Conclusion of the Lord. 5:16-17

Universal mourning.
With "therefore" in verse 16, the conclusion is given. The assump
tion is that even though they had been given repeated warnings, all such
effort was fruitless. They had refused to seek the Lord and they were still
persistent in their unrighteousness. So mourning and lamentation for the
dead will fill both city and land (5: 16, 17).
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The Corpse in the Casket
Lesson Five

The mourning will be universal: in the streets, in all the highways,
in the country, and in the city. On every hand there will be dead to weep
for, by the common man and by the professional mourner. Even in the
vineyards, the places where the rejoicing is generally looked for, the
lament will be heard.

Are You as Healthy as You Think?
Amos 5:18-27

B.

The Judgment of God. 5:17b
The reason for the mourning is that the Lord will pass through. This
is an obvious reference to the Passover time in Egypt. God passed
through Egypt and slew the rebellious Egyptians. These Israelites have
become like those pagans.

Conclusion
When Israel refused to hear the word of the Lord, they heard the
weeping over judgment.
Either hear the word or hear weeping.
FOR FURTHER STUDY
1. The judges in the nation of Israel were corrupt, and God said that
he would judge the judges. In what ways do divine justice and human
justice differ? To which do we owe our allegiance? How can we distin
guish between the two?
2. God told the Israelites, "seek good and not evil that you may
live." In what ways must good be sought? Is doing good more than
simply not doing evil?
3. God repeatedly warned Israel to turn from their corruption. Why
would Israel ignore all of these strong warnings? In what ways do we
ignore God's warnings?

THINK ABOUT IT
"Foolish men imagine that because judgment for an evil thing is
delayed, there is not justice, but only accidents here below.
Judgment for an evil thing is many times delayed some day or
two, some century or two, it is sure as life, it is sure as death."
~ Thomas Carlyle

LESSONS FROM SCRIPTURE
If you were to be asked: "Who will God judge?" what type of
person would come to mind: the robber, the revolutionary, the rapist, the
wife-beater, the child-molester, the sex pervert, the arsonist, the assassin,
the atheist?
The last person you would probably think of is ..-- you! You, no
doubt, think of yourself as a Bible-believing, church-attending, church
supporting, church member. After all, isn't a Bible-believing, God
fearing church supporter in good spiritual shape? That's what most of us
think, i1m't it?
Well, you may not be as spiritually healthy as you think. Let me tell
you about a group of God's children who lived 760 years before Christ in
the Northern Kingdom of Israel. They had, in essence, all of that and yet
they were not as healthy as they thought they were. Amos speaks to
them in the third of three messages in his book.

I.

Their desire for the Day of the Lord. 5:18-20

They desired the Day of the Lord.
The inhabitants of the Northern Kingdom desired the Day of the
Lord (5:18). They longed for the day when God would judge all the

A.
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heathen nations, redeem Israel out of all distress and exalt Israel, and
bless Israel with honor and glory.

But that day would be a dark day for them.
Amos asked those who desired the Day of the Lord, "What good is
the Day of the Lord to you? Is it, as you think, a time of honor and glory
and victory?" His answer is "No!" "Woe to you ... you who think it is
light; it is darkness." His illustration is of a man meeting a lion and
getting away only to meet a bear, and then escaping only to get to a
house, lean against the wall to catch his breath and then be bitten by a
snake and die. In other words, the poor man escapes one disaster, and
then another, only to fall to a third, and this time to a fatal end. Amos is
telling them that the Day of the Lord may not be the bright blessed light
they thought. It may be a dark day of doom (cf. 5:20).
These people thought they were in good spiritual shape; they wanted
to see the Day of the Lord. Amos tells them that they might not be as
spiritually healthy as they thought. But there is more.

B.

II. The displeasure of the Lord. 5:21-26
A.

I despise your feast days. 5:21
God says, "I hate your feast days and do not savor your sacred
assemblies." He is referring to their great annual feasts and to the meet
ings for worship at those feasts (cf. meetings at the Feast of Passover and
Tabernacles, Lev. 23:36).
B. I will not accept your sacrifices. 5:22
Furthermore, He says, "I will not accept your offerings!" The obser
vance of the feasts culminated in sacrifices. Here, He specifically
mentions the burnt offerings, the meal offerings and the peace offerings.
That which was to appease God's wrath aroused it!
I will not hear your songs. 5:23
On top of that, He says, "I will not hear your songs nor music." The
singing of the psalms is to God nothing more than a wearisome noise.
Not only singing, but the playing of the harp formed part of the Temple
worship. Here, God rejects not only the singing of the psalms, but also
the playing of instruments.
Verse 24 is the conclusion: Let justice run down like water and righ
teousness like a mighty stream. There was little justice in Israel and only
oppression in the nation. Righteousness must be allowed to flow like a
flood.
If the Lord is so displeased with the unrighteousness in the lives of
His people that He rejects their public worship, what will He do?

C.

Are You as Healthy as You Think?

Are You as Healthy as You Think?
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III. The decision of the Lord. 5:25-27

A.

You've had a history of idolatry. 5:25-26
The point of verses 25 and 26 is clear. The details are difficult.
Feinberg says, "These are among the most difficult verses in the whole
book of Amos."
Before the Lord declares His decision, He reviews a bit of history,
the point of which is that from time immoral, Israel has been addicted to
idolatry. This was not a new disease among them. He says, "You offered
me sacrifices and offerings for 40 years in the wilderness" (5:25). "Yet at
the same time you carried idols which you made for yourselves (5:26).
That much is clear. The problem is, how does one explain the details of
verse 26?
The problem is that the words "sikkuth" and "chiun" only occur here
in the Old Testament. Several translations have been suggested.
"Sikkuth" means "portable shrine" in which an idol was kept. "Chiun"
means "stand." The words of verse 26 could be rendered, "The hut of
your king and the stand of images." Keil concludes that the thought here
is: "The king whose booth, and the images whose stand they carried,
were a star which they had made their gods, i.e., a star deity."
According to Herodotus, the Egyptians had small chapels, generally
guilded and ornamented with flowers, intended to hold small idols. They
were small enough to be carried when traveling. The Israelites probably
took these idols and portable shrines with them from Egypt.
Israel's worship in Amos' day could no more be called true worship
than the open idolatry in the wilderness. Amos is charging Israel with
observance of the rituals of the Mosaic Law and at the same time practic
ing idolatrous worship (cf. 2 Cor. 6:14-18; 1 John 5:21).

B.

So, I'll send you into captivity. 5:27
The decision, then, is: I will send you into captivity beyond
Damascus, a clear reference to Assyria (cf. 5:27). As the fickle genera
tion of Moses' day was punished by not being allowed to enter into the
Land, so the lack of faithfulness in Amos' generation would be punished
by removal from the Land.
Amos predicted the captivity in 760 BC. It did not take place until
722 BC. This is a clear-cut case of fulfilled prophecy.

Conclusion:
Even though one looks forward to the coming of the Lord, and
participates in spiritual services, if he continues in sin, he will be judged.
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The people of Amos' day mistook ritual for righteousness and, thus,
were deceived. You may not be as healthy as you think. If you look at
the externals, you may appear to be healthy. But behind the scenes, if
there is disease and decay, then you could be near death's door.

BIOLAHOUR

FOR FURTHER STUDY
1. The people of Israel mistook ritual for righteousness. What are
some true indications of righteousness that can be used to determine how
spiritually healthy we are?

TAPE
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2. For the Israelites their important religious rituals deceived them.
What is the purpose of our religious rituals like communion and baptism?
How can they be misused or misunderstood?
3. Although they observed Mosaic Law and rituals, the people of
Israel were idolatrous. In what ways can today's church goer become
"idolatrous" while still being a practicing member of the church?
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The Corpse in the Casket
Are You as Healthy as You Think?
"At Ease"
Is There a Way Out?

25071
25072
25073
25074
25075
25076
25077
25078

The Danger During Difficult Days
Making Decisions During Difficult Days
Moving in the Right Direction
Is Opportunity Knocking at Your Door?
God's Rich Uncle
How to be a Good Mother-in-Law
How to be a Desirable Man
How to be an Appealing Woman

JONAH: GOD'S GREAT GRACE

SERIES 32301
(Availab/,e March 30, 1992)
1:2-2:16
3:1-15 ,
4:1-13
5:1-17
5:18-27
6:1-14
7:1-9

25041
25042
25043
25044
25045
25046
25047
25048
25049
25050

God's Great Grace
Are You Travelling in the Right Direction?
The Divine Design in Discipline
Was Jonah's Fish Fact or Fiction?
When You're in Deep Trouble
The God of a Second Chance
The Heart of the Heavenly Father
The Cause, Course & Control of Anger
Beyond Obedience
The Extent of God's Grace

2 CORINTHIANS PART 1
THE TRIAU AND TRIUMPHS OF SERVICE
Why Does God Allow Me to Suffer?
When a Preacher's Integrity is Questioned
Beware of Doing Too Much
The Trials and Triumphs of Service
Who Needs a Letter of Recommendation?
Our Glorious Privilege
The Prevention of Deceitfulness
The Purpose of Pressure

(Availab/,e April 22, 1992)
7:10-17
8:1-14
9:1-10
9:11-15

25091
25092
25093
25094
25095
25096
25097
25098

QUESTIONING CHRISTIANITY PART 2

SERIES 32702

(No Study Guide availab/,e)
25126
How Can God Allow Suffering?
25127
How Can God Condemn the Heathen?
25128
How Can a Loving God Judge People?

(Availab/,e May 11, 1992)

2 CORINTHIANS PART 2

AMOS PART 2
25148
25149
25150
25151
25152

"I Don't Like the Pastor"
The Famine in Your House
It Won't Happen to Me
Is There a Happy Ending?
Do Not Ignore This!

SERIES 32302

25099
25100
25101
25102
25103
25104
25105

The Prevention of Discouragement Part 1
The Prevention of Discouragement Part 2
Motives for Service
Watch God Work!
Disguised Oppor~nities
Religion Can be Deadly
The Joy of Serving the Lord

SERIES 32080
1:1-15
1:6-22
2:1-23
3:1-18
4:1-22

SERIES 32320
1:1,2
1:3
1:4-17
1:17
2:1-10
3:1-3
3:4-10
4:1-3
4:4-11

SERIES 32471
1:3-11
1:12-2:4
2:5-11
2:12-17
3:1-3
3:4-18
4:1-6
4:7-15

SERIES 32472
4:16-18
5:1-10
5:11-21
5:18-21
6:1-10
6:11-7:4
7:5-16

JAMES PART 1
BE sw1n TO HEAR GOD
25021
25022
25023
25024
25025
25026
25027
25028
25029
25030

Jimmy Who?
How to Handle Trials
Suppose I Don't?
What's in It for Me?
Then It's All God's Fault
How to Learn from Trials
How to Hear God Speak
The Pure Gold Life
Partiality, Prejudice & the Practice of Mercy
Justification by Works

JAMES PART 2
BE SLOW TO SPEAK, SLOW TO WRATH
25031
25032
25033
25034
25035
25036
25037
25038
25039

What Every Tongue Owner Should Know
Wise or Unwise?
The Cause & Cure of Conflict
Why We Judge Others
When Planning, Don't Forget...
When Treated Unjustly, Remember. ..
When Treated Unjustly, Do ...
Is Your Sickness Due to Sin?
When Life Deals You a Lemon, Make Lemonade!

THE ULTIMATE IN FAMILY LIVING
25001
25002
25003
25004
25005
25006
25007
25008
25009
25010
25011

1:1
1:2-5
l:&-8
1:9-12
1:13-18
1:19-20
1:21-25
1:26-27
2:1-13
2:14-26

SERIES 32592
3:1-12
3:13-18
4:1-10
4:11-12
4:13-17
5:1-6
5:7-12
5:13-20
1:19

SERIES 32670

The Essence of Marriage
The Ultimate in Marriage
How to Love Your Wife
How to Please Your Husband
How to Live with a Difficult Man
How to Live with Your Wife
How to Head Off Unfaithfulness
How to Discipline Your Child
How to Disciple Your Child
Family Finances
How to Handle Marital Problems

EVANGELISM: A BIBLICAL APPROACH
25051
25052
25053
25054
25055
25056

SERIES 32591

What is Evangelism?
Evangelism? Me?
What is the Gospel?
Are Tears Necessary for Repentance?
Is Faith a Leap in the Dark?
Don't Ask Jesus into Your Heart

IYANGILISM1 A BIBLICAL APPROACH (Continued)

25057
25058
25059
25060
25061
25062
25063

Praying People into Heaven
Be Wise Like a Snake
What Made Paul so Bold?
How I Do It
The Religious Lost
The Plagued American
The Intellectual Wolf

LIFE AND DEATH ISSUES

SERIES 32690

(No Study Gui<h Available)
25081
Should We Kill the Death Penalty?
25082
Is Abortion Always Murder?
25083
Is Euthanasia Wise or Wrong?
25084
Do You Have the Right to Die?

SINGLE TAPES AVAILABLE 22620
22622
22624
22626
22628
22631
22632
22634
22636
22638
22639

$5.00 EACH

Mike Cororis Introduction
Walk In Submission
Friday Special - J.P. Moreland Interview
Friday Special - Neil Anderson Interview
Friday Special - Bruce Narramore Interview
The Truth About Santa Claus
Christmas Presents
How to Have a True New Year
Friday Special-John Townsend Interview
Valentine Special - The Ultimate in Love
Friday Special - Clyde and Annabelle Cook with Mike and Judy Cocoris

CASSEffE SERIES

SERIES 32680

32670
32320
32301
32302
32471
32472
32473
32591
32592
32670
32680
32690
32701
32702

Ruth (8 tapes)
Jonah (10 tapes)
Amos Part 1 (7 tapes)
Amos Part 2 (5 tapes)
2 Corinthians Part 1 (8 tapes)
2 Corinthians Part 2 (7 tapes)
2 Corinthians Part 3 (5 tapes)
James Part 1 (10 tapes)
James Part 2 (9 tapes)
Ultimate in Family Living (11 tapes)
Evangelism: A Biblical Approach (13 tapes)
Life and Death Issues (4 tapes)
Questioning Christianity Part 1 (5 tapes)
Questioning Christianity Part 2 (3 tapes)

(Always inclu<hs a tape a/hum)
$37.00
45.00
33.00
25.00
37.00
33.00
25.00
45.00
41.00
49.00
57.00
20.00
25.00
16.00

MIKE COCORIS BOOKS/BOOKLETS
12001
12002
12003
12004
12005
12006
12007
12008
12009
14002
14003
14004
14005

Family Finances
Life is a Test (How God Tests Christians)
When Life Deals You a Lemon, Make Lemonade
The God of a Second Chance
Evangelism: A Biblical Approach
Should Christians Celebrate Christmas?
It's a Matter of Life and Death
The Purpose of Pressure
The Real Meaning of Being Unequally Yoked
Study Guide - James Part 1, Part 2
Study Guide - Jonah/Evangelism
Study Guide - Ruth: Living During Difficult Days
Study Guide- 2 Corinthians Part 1, Part 2

COCORIS BOOKS
$1.95
1.95
1.95
1.95
7.99
1.95
3.95
1.95
1.95
3.00
3.00
3.00
3.00

OTHER BOOKS/BOOKLETS
10033
10034
10038
10044
10047
10048
10049
10099
10317
10321
10355
10394
13001
13002
13003
13004
13006
13007

What the Bible Says: Christianity (D. Hocking)
What the Bible Says: Jesus Christ (D. Hocking)
Falling in Love Again (D. Hocking)
What the Bible Says: Self Esteem (D. Hocking)
What the Bible Says: Israel (D. Hocking)
Bedroom Talk (D. Hocking)
Passing the Buck (D. Hocking)
Pleasing God (D. Hocking)
Winning Spiritual Warfare (N. Anderson)
Cutting the Cord (Lewis/Narramore)
Choosing a Church Home (M. Wilkins)
Speaking the Truth in Love (C. Trivanovich)
The Power of a Parent's Words (N. Wright)
You Start with One (Miller/Titus)
Does God Exist? (J.P. Moreland)
The Seduction of Our Children (N. Anderson)
Hiding From Love (J. Townsend)
God's Plan for the Ages (L. T. Talbot)

12001 - Family Finances

12002 - Life is a Test

$1.95

Are you passing or failing? Do you want to learn from your trials? God wants to teach you
something. This booklet can help you.
12003 - When Life Deals You a Lemon, Make Lemonade

$1.95

The way to deal with life's trials is to be swift to hear God, slow to speak, slow to wrath. Our
actions, words and attitudes will make a difference.
12004 - The God of a Second Chance

$1.95

God graciously commissioned Jonah to preach. Jonah deliberately disobeyed. God gave
Jonah a second chance. He will give you one too.
12005-Evangelism: A Biblical Approach

$2.25
2.25
2.25
2.25
2.25
2.25
2.25
8.95
3.95
14.95
2.25
3.95
10.95
8.95
17.95
7.99
17.95
11.95

$1.95

This practical book takes a look at finances within a marriage relationship. There are
suggestions of ways to spend, save and give.

$7.99

After many years as an itinerant evangelist, and following extensive study of the Scriptures,
Michael Cocoris has compiled a definition of evangelism, it's biblical basis, it's message and
principles, and methods for it's practice.
12006- Should Christians Celebrate Christmas?

$1.95

This little booklet answers the questions, often posed by well meaning Christians, concerning the
possible pagan origins of Christmas and it's traditions. See the scriptural answers-to this question.
12007 -It's a Matter of Life and Death

$3.95

This book details the timely subjects of the Death Penalty, Abortion, Euthanasia and Suicide
from the biblical point of view. A must for your library of Christian booJcs.
12008- The Purpose of Pressure

$1.95

Modem American life is filled with pressure: traffic, work, home, financial problems, family
relationships, illness, and even serving in the Lord's work. What is His purpose for you?
12009- The Real Meaning of Being Unequally Yoked

$1.95

Does being "Unequally Yoked" apply to marriage? How do you interpret the familiar passage
in 2 Corinthians 6: 14 on this subject? Is there more to this passage than you thought?

BIOLA AUTHORS
OTHER SALE ITEMS
50003
50005
50006
50008

Cassette Album (holds 16 tapes)
Cassette Album (holds 8 tapes)
Cassette Album (holds 12 tapes)
Cassette Album (holds 4 tapes)

$8.00
6.00
7.00
5.00

NIIL ANDIUON
10317 - Winning Spiritual Warfare

$3.95

An excerpt from The Bondage Breaker, this little booklet gives practical step-by-step guides to
overcoming the strategies of the devil.
13004 - The Seduction of Our Children

$7.99

A battle is raging for the minds of our children. It's a battle parents must win. This book
shows you how to defeat the influence of darkness and protect your child in the days to come.

YIRN LIWIS/BRUCI NARRAMORI
10321 - Cutting the Cord

10038 - Falling in Love Again
$14. 95

This book is a practical guide for helping parents and children through the dependent
independent struggles of growing up.
MIKI WILKINS
10355- Choosing a Church Home

10044 - What the Bible Says About Self Esteem
$2.25

Do you need to find a new church home. Here are some biblical guidelines to help you in
that difficult, but extremely important step in your life.

$10.95

Your words can bruise or build. And the pain a child feels is real when his parents use words
that hurt This book includes practical steps every parent can follow to help choose the right
words for your child.
SUSAN TITUS/DIO MILUR
13002- You Start With One

This is the story of the Millers', an American couple who faced the dilemma of locating a
home for just one abandoned child in Sri Lanka. They now help thousands of hungry
children each year and impact them with the gospel.
J.P. MORILAND/KAI NIILIIN
13003 - Does God Exist?

$17.95

"The idea of God is either a fact, like sand, or a fantasy, like Santa." (Peter Kreeft) Should
belief or disbelief in God's existence make a difference in our opinions and moral choices?
LOUIS T. TALBOT
13007 - God's Plan for the Ages

$11. 95

The prophecies of Daniel are expounded, as are those of Revelation. The definite purpose
of God for each age or dispensation is made apparent as the plan is unfolded. A chart is
given at the front of the book.

OTHER AUTHORS
DAVID HOCKING
10033 - What the Bible Says About Christianity

$2.25

This brief and clearly written study of true Christian faith draws out the Bible's teachings
about life's most important decision.
10034 - What the Bible Says About Jesus Christ

$2.25

Originally titled, To Jehovah's Wtine5ses with Love, this booklet carefully examines the biblical
evidence thatJesus Christ is God, which confronts the foundational error of this religious group.

$2.25

The land of Israel. Who rightfully owns it - Palestine or Israel? Look at the 12 biblical
reasons why the land indeed belongs to Israel, and is promised by God.
10048 - Bedroom Talk

$2.25

Are you longing for a greater degree of intimacy and sensitivity in your marriage? You can discover
a sexually satisfying marriage through honest and open communication in your bedroom.
10049 - Passing the Buck

$8.95

$2.25

Apart.from God, self-esteem is a mirage. But how the story changes when we invite God to
transform us into the image of His Son! This booklet discusses the biblical view of
maintaining proper self-esteem.
10047 - What the Bible Says About Israel and It's Land

NORMAN WRIGHT
13001 - The Power of a Parent's Words

2.25

How do you express love when poor communication skills are the major problem in a
marriage? Falling in Love Again discusses seven problem areas that keep us from
experiencing all of the marital intimacy God intended.

$2.25

Much is being written about giving today, as giant ministries come under increasing scrutiny.
Accountability is a concept whose time has come.
10099 - Pleasing God

$8. 95

This book helps you evaluate the priorities and objectives of your life. It guides you toward
experiencing the harmony of God's peace as your will and His become one.
JOHN TOWNSIND
13006 - Hiding From Love

$17. 95

Discover why you hide the broken parts of your soul from the One who can heal them. Find
out how to move from the fear of letting God and others know your hidden, "unlovable"
parts to the freedom and safety of real grace and truth.
CARY TRIYANOYICH
10394 - Speaking the Truth in Love

$3. 95

A Mormon in his early years, Cary asks - and answers the questions that troubled him. His
concern in regard to the accuracy of what his Mormon friends believe underlies every statement

Thank you for listening to The Biola Hour. You may order materials on our
toll-free sales line with your Visa or MasterCard.
1-800-999-0432

BIOLA HOUR ORDER FORM
1. ITEMS
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The Biola Hour
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La Mirada, CA 90637-3760
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TOTAL COST

Prices are in U.S. Funds
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THINK ABOUT IT
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power to do evil as well as good."
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LESSONS FROM SCRIPTURE
Amos 3-6 consists of three messages, each beginning with the
phrase, "Hear the word .... " The last message contains two woes (5: 18
and 6:1). the first woe was addressed to the people of the Northern
Kingdom. The second woe is directed toward both kingdoms and partic
ularly the "notable" people, though special allusion is made to the leaders
of the Northern Kingdom (cf. 6:1). Amos' first woe was against those
who desired the Day of the Lord; his second is against those who are at
ease in Zion (6:1).

I. The Condition of the Nation. 6:2-6
A. M_aterially prosperous.
Amos points out the material prosperity of the people of the
Northern Kingdom first by comparing them with others (6:2) and then by
examining the Northern Kingdom itself (6:4-6).
In verse 2, he invites them to tour several cities and asks, "Are you
better than they, or is their territory greater than yours?" In naming
Calneh Hamath and Gath, Amos begins with the most distant place and
moves from the northeast to the southwest. His point is, "You are not
inferior, either in prosperity or greatness, to any of the powerful and pros
perous heathen states." The word "better" (6:2) denotes outward success
or earthly prosperity. The territory of their neighbors was not larger than
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theirs. "Look at others" he exhorts, "and see just how favored (chief)
you are."
In Amos 6:4-6, Amos invites the people to look in a mirror and see
themselves as they really are. They lie stretched out on beds inlaid with
ivory and feast and fill their bellies with the flesh of the leanest lamb and
the best beef (6:4). They take pleasure in music, inventing like David,
new kinds of playing and singing (6:5). The meaning of verse 5 seems to
be that David invented stringed instruments in honor of God and heaven,
but their princes invented playing and singing for their god: the belly.
David honored God with his music. They dishonored God and man with
theirs.
They drank wine from bowls. Cups were not sufficient for their
insatiable appetites. The word "bowls" in Hebrew was the one used for
sacrificial bowls.
They anointed themselves with the best ointments, which was a sign
of unbridled rejoicing.
But what's wrong with a steak dinner, a bubble bath, and even an
expensive bed? Is it wrong to have wealth and enjoy it? The answer is
"no" (cf. 1 Tim. 6: 17).
In commenting on this passage, Spurgeon said, "This was not
wrong; if they had a bed of ivory, there was no more objection to their
lying upon that than their lying upon a common couch. There could be
no more reason why persons blessed with rank and life, where they can
use those things, should not use them, for every creature of God is good
and nothing is to be despised but to be received with thanksgiving. Their
fault was that they lived only for self-indulgence. They came under the
category of those described by the apostle - 'whose god is their belly.'
They lived only to eat and to drink, to be merry, and to make merry with
their friends."
Spiritually indifferent. 6:1, 3, 6.
While they were materially prosperous, they were spiritually indiffer
ent. Amos began by saying, "Woe to you who are at ease in Zion" (6: 1).
They were indifferent while in a place of privilege and blessing. These
leaders were only interested in their own comfort and convenience. Their
aim was their own self-indulgence, ease and revelry in riches.
Verse one goes on to say, "and trust in Mt. Samaria." Instead of
trusting in the living God for their security, they relied upon their fortified
cities.
Verse three says that they are the ones who caused the seat of
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violence to come, but they put off the day of doom. Their injustice and
wickedness caused the day of violence, or God's judgment, to come
closer and closer, but they were indifferent. They fancied that the day of
judgment was far away.
Verse six says they were not grieved for the affliction of Joseph.
"Joseph" signifies the people of the ten tribes. When they should have
been sitting in sackcloth and ashes over the low spiritual condition of the
Northern Kingdom, they were anointing themselves with the most costly
oils, instead.
Instead of responding favorably to the favors of God, they yawned.
They were at ease in Zion. They were indifferent while in a place of
privilege and blessing.
II. The Condemnation of the Lord. 6:7-14.

A.

Established by God. 6:7-11
The punishment for Israel's spiritual indifference is the coming
captivity (6:7). Because the Lord abhors the pride of Jacob, He shall
deliver up the city of Samaria (6:8). The word translated "abhor"
describes the abhorrence as a "continued lasting feeling and not merely a
passing emotion."
The picture of just how complete the destruction will be is given in
verse ten. Amos imagines a house with ten occupants who all die. Ten is
a large number living in one house. It is used to emphasize that a large
number will die. Only one will escape. A relative, here called a
kinsman, comes to dispose of the dead bodies. The surprise is that he
bums them. The Israelites were accustomed to burying their dead, not
burning the bodies. Thus, this supposes that there were so many dead, it
was impossible to bury them. They must be burned quickly to prevent
the polution caused by the decomposed corpses.
The kinsmen ask the one living person who was left whether there
were any others who had escaped. The answer will be "none." So, he
will be told, "Hold your tongue," because it is feared that if he goes on
speaking and invokes the name of God, the eyes of God will be drawn to
the last remaining one and the wrath of God will fall on him, too.
The point of all this is stated in verse 11. The Lord gives a
command; He will pronounce judgment on the great and the small.
B.

Executed by Assyria. 6:12-14
In verses 12-14, Amos reviews their crimes and reveals the means
God will use to punish them. He asks, "Do horses run on rocks, or do
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you plow with oxen on a rock infested field?" (6: 12). The obvious
answer is "No. That is absurd!" But they have done that which is absurd
in turning justice and righteousness into that which is bitter (6: 12).
He further charges that they rejoiced over "nothing" (6: 13a). ("Lo
Debar" literally means "nothing.") He continues, "Have we not taken
Kamaim [literally 'horns'] for ourselves?" These horns are signs and
symbols of power. Here, they stand for military resources with which
they fancied they could conquer every foe (cf. 6: 1 where it is said they
trusted in Mt. Zion). Their trust was in the wrong place and what they
trusted could not save them.
Verse 14 states that God will raise up a nation against them. Though
that nation is unnamed here, it is clear that this is a reference to Assyria,
who will come and crush them throughout all the length and breadth of
the kingdom.
Conclusion
Because of their self-indulgence and spiritual indifference, God
judged Israel with exile.
Woe to those who are at ease in Zion! God judges indulgence and
indifference.
FOR FURTHER STUDY
1. It is not wrong to be wealthy, but in what ways can our attitudes
toward wealth be wrong? What is a proper attitude toward wealth and
luxuries?

2. The people of the Northern Kingdom were materially prosperous
and spiritually indifferent. How did their prosperity contribute to their
indifference? How could such self-indulgence and indifference be
avoided by the Christian?
3. Read Matthew 19:23-26. What does this passage tell us about the
dangers of self-indulgence? What does it tell us about spiritual and
financial priorities?

Lesson Seven

Is There a Way Out?
Amos 7:1-9

THINK ABOUT IT
"Mere sorrow, which weeps and sits still, is not repentance.
Repentance is sorrow converted into action; into a movement
toward a new and better life."
~ Marvin Richardson Vincent

LESSONS FROM SCRIPTURE
Amos begins his book by delivering a series of eight prophecies
which announce judgment on Israel and the nations surrounding her,
about 760 BC (chs. 1-2). Then, he amplifies that subject by giving a
series of three messages (chs. 3-6). By the time the people of Israel heard
those messages, I'm sure they were asking, "Is there a way out?" Amos
answers that in the last major section of his book, by giving five visions.
The first three are linked together, so they will be considered as a unit.

I.

The Vision of the Locusts (Judgment Averted). 7:1-3

The Revelation. 7:1
Amos says that God showed him a vision of a swarm of locusts at
the beginning of the late crop, which was after the King's mowings (7:1).
In Palestine, there were two crops a year. The first "mowings" belonged
to the King. The people depended upon the second for their sustenance.
In this vision, the second harvest was threatened by a locust plague.
Notice the text says, "the Lord" formed the swarm. This was a divine
judgment on the children of Israel.
A.

B.

The Interpretation. 7:2
When Amos saw the vision, he immediately began to intercede. He
pleads with God to forgive the nation. He speaks in such a way as to
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touch the heart of God, pointing out that Jacob is small. In that day, a
locust plague was a calamity of great proportions. The phrase, "the grass
of the land," included vegetables of all sorts. It was the food supply of
men and beasts that was threatened. The nation simply couldn't survive
the destruction of its crops. So, Amos prays for forgiveness.

C. The Cancellation. 7:3
The Lord relents and cancels the judgment (7:3). Judgment can be
averted. The judgment of hell can be averted by trusting Christ (John
5:24). The chastening of a Christian can be prevented (1 Cor. 11:31).
God is gracious; He forgives.

II. The Vision of Fire (Judgment Averted). 7:4-6
A. The Revelation. 7:4
But Amos did not see a single vision, he watched a series. In the
next one, he saw a fire consume the sea and the land. Fire consuming the
land! That certainly seems strange. Obviously, figurative language is
being employed.
Some see the ocean as a figure of the heathen nations, while others
say the fire is the figure and represents drought so severe that it destroys
the land. Whichever interpretation is correct, this much is clear: the
vision is threatening a devastating judgment which at least includes
Israel.

B.

The Intercession. 7:5

The grievous prospects motivated Amos to begin interceding for
Israel. This time, he begs the Lord to cease (7:5; cf. "forgive" in 7:2), for
Israel is small. In essence, the request and the reason are the same as in
the first vision.

C. The Cancellation. 7:6
Again, the Lord, who loves to be entreated by His own for His own,
heard and heeded the prayer of Amos. By placing these two visions in
juxtaposition, Amos is showing that the Lord was not bent on destroying
Israel, but on turning her from sin by disciplinary judgment.

III. The Vision of the Plumb Line (Judgment Assured). 7:7-9
The Revelation. 7:7

A.

There is another vision in this series. The next is of the Lord standing
on a wall built with a plumb line holding a plumb line. A wall, built with a
plumb line, was one that is perpendicular, one that is correct, true and solid.
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The plumb line itself was used in building, and in destroying, houses. In
this case, the Lord clearly has destruction in mind (cf. vs. 8, 9, 11, 17).

B.

The Interpretation. 7:8, 9

When the Lord asked Amos what he saw, Amos, of course, said, "A
plumb line." Then the Lord explained that He was setting a plumb line in
the midst of Hi~ people, i.e., He was going to test them like a carpenter
does a wall to see how true and straight it is.
Only this time, He will not pass by, i.e., He will not pass by like
before without taking any notice or without looking at the guilt of the
nation. There will be no intercession from the prophet here, for the
patience of God is at an end. Nothing can stay the oncoming catastrophe.
The judgment is spelled out: the high places will be made desolate,
the sanctuaries will be destroyed and the house of Jeroboam will be put
to death. The high places were where the idols were worshipped. The
sanctuaries were those set up by Jeroboam at Dan and Bethel. Notice
that the name of Isaac is used instead of Israel as a name for the ten
tribes.
The Lord does not say that Jeroboam will perish by the sword, but
that the house of Jeroboam would meet its end. The house of Jeroboam
was the reigning royal family. This is not an announcement of the death
of a monarch, but the destruction of a whole dynasty, the very monarchy
itself. This was literally fulfilled. Jeroboam's son, Zechariah, was slain
by the sword of Shallum (2 Kings 15:8-10), and in the next generation,
the name of Jeroboam was cut off.
Thus, the judgment was the destruction of the sacred places and the
overthrow of the house of Jeroboam, and ultimately, the destruction of
the whole Northern Kingdom!
The plumb line is an excellent example of God's judgment. It hangs
down from the top; it is not something built up from the ground. The
standard of judgment comes from God, not from man. The plumb line is
straight and true. It is not like a ruler which can be bent, or a string
which can be shortened. It also reveals that which is not true.

Conclusion
Judgment can be averted, but if you persist in sin, judgment is
assured.
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FOR FURTHER STUDY
1. What did each of the three visions reveal about God's coming
judgment? What do the three interpretations reveal about God's mercy
and His desire for justice?

2. How did Amos attempt to intercede with God for Israel? How
can we as Christians intercede for each other?

Study Guide

3. What was the only way Israel could escape judgment? How can
we today escape judgment?

Part Two

G. Michael Cocoris

Lesson Eight

I Don't Like the Preacher!
Amos 7:10-17

THINK ABOUT IT
"My grand point in preaching is to break the hard heart, and to
heal the broken one."
~ John Newton

LESSONS FROM SCRIPTURE
Amos records eight prophecies, three messages, including two woes,
and three visions without indicating any reaction of the people of Israel to
his ministry. Finally, in chapter 7, there is a historical interlude which
gives us the reaction of the High Priest at Bethel.

I.

The Accusation of Amaziah. 7:10-13

A.

The Indictment Against Amos. 7:10-11
Amos was a Hebrew prophet from the South who journeyed north to
preach against the sins of Israel. He spoke out against injustice, immoral
ity, idolatry, and indifference. He prophesied judgment against such sins
in the form of the coming captivity. In one of his boldest pronounce
ments he said, " I [God] will rise with the sword against the house of
Jeroboam" (7:9).
The High Priest at Bethel, a man named Amaziah, was no doubt
aware of what Amos was doing and did not like it because Amos was
specifically attacking Bethel (5:5). So when Amos mentioned the houses
of Jeroboam, the royal family, Amaziah immediately went to the king.
Notice carefully what he says. First, he claims Amos has
"conspired," implying others were in some kind of plot with Amos.
Secondly, he says, "against you," indicating that the plot was personal.
He specifically says, "Jeroboam [not the house of Jeroboam, cf. 7:9] shall
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die by the sword" (7: 11 ). Thirdly, he says, "In the midst of the house of
Israel." That is, this conspiracy was being perpetrated in the religious
center of the nation at Bethel. Fourthly, he told the king that the land
would not be able to bear Amos' preaching, suggesting that revolution
may result form what Amos had done.
There is no record of any action by the king against the prophet,
probably because he did not regard the affair as one of much danger.

B.

The Injunction to Amos. 7:12-13

Amaziah next goes to Amos, contemptuously calling him a seer, as
if to discredit his visions. He advises him to "flee" to the land of Judah,
as if Amos needed to get out of town to avoid the punishment which was
about to come upon him. When he says, "There eat bread and there
prophesy," (7:12) he is saying, "Go make your living by preaching where
you came from in Judah." Perhaps he is also insinuating that Amos was
in the ministry just for the sake of his livelihood. He further exhorts
Amos to never again prophesy at Bethel because it is the king's sanctuary
and the king's royal residence (7:13). Bethel was the principle place of
worship which the king had established. No one should be allowed to
· prophesy against the king there, of all places!

Conclusion
Clearly, Amaziah was attacking the prophet Amos. What he did is
what often happens when anyone attacks a preacher. Notice:
1. He went to the king first.
He should have gone to the prophet first. He didn't. He went to the
king. When someone is attacking a person in authority in front of you,
you should ask them, "Have you gone to the person personally?"
2. He didn't accurately represent the truth.
I'm being kind when I say that Amaziah didn't accurately represent
the truth. He at least distorted Amos' words and at worst deliberately lied.
He began with the baseless charge of treason and concluded with the
alarming insinuation that there would be revolution. Beware of distortion
when someone is attacking anyone in front of you. Ask, "Is this an accu
rate picture of what happened, or what was said?" (The answer is: rarely.)
3. He made the issue personalities.
Instead of dealing with the issue, he dealt with personalities. He told
the preacher to go back where he came from in the first place. He said the
issue was between the prophet and the king when the real complaint was
between himself and the prophet. The High Priest had a vested interest!
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But he didn't deal with that. Instead, he attacked Amos' character.

II. The Answer of Amos. 7:14-17

A. His profession.
Amos answers Amaziah. First, he defends himself (7:14, 15), and
then his message (7:16, 17).
He says, "I am no prophet," i.e., I was not a prophet by profession,
"nor was I the son of a prophet." This is not a statement concerning his
father's profession. The phrase, "the son of a prophet," means "pupil" or
"member of the prophet school where young men were trained to proph
esy" ( 1 Sam. 19:24). In other words, Amos is saying, "I didn't go to
seminary. I'm only a lay prophet."
He goes on to say, "I was a herdsman, an attender of sycamore fruit.
I was by profession a shepherd, and one who plucks sycamore, or
mulberry figs, for food." The fruit, as mentioned here, is the ordinary
food of the shepherds who lived at the pasture and to whom bread may
have been a rarity. Then, as I tended the flock, the Lord called me to go
and prophesy to Israel" (7: 15).
Amos is refuting the insinuation that he practiced prophesying just to
make a living. He had a trade, a means of making a living. He was
pursuing that occupation as a humble shepherd and dresser of sycamore
trees when God called him to prophesy to Israel.
By the way, if Amos was so pure, why did Amaziah make this
particular charge? The answer is probably that Amaziah misjudged
Amos because he used himself as the standard. A man who can be
bought has a hard time imagining anyone who doesn't have his price as
well. He was selfish and self-serving, so he assumed Amos was too.

B.

His Prophecy.

Amos next defends his preaching. He says because I am a God
called prophet, "Therefore," (7:16) "hear the word of the Lord."
"Israel shall surely be led away captive from his own land" (7: 17c ).
"Because of what I have preached is the word of God, it will come to
pass," Amos declares.
But he adds a personal prophecy against Amaziah (cf. 7:16 and 17a,
b). Note: "You say ... " (7:16). "Therefore, says the Lord ... " (7:17).
Because you have rebelled against God, you will be punished by God.
When the captivity comes, your wife will be a harlot in the city, that
is, by choice. Your children will be killed, your land will be assigned to
others, namely the settlers in the land, and you will die in a defiled land,
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namely the land of the Gentiles which, in this case, was Assyria. Then
Amos repeats the words Amaziah gave the king (7: 11 ).
Amaziah made it sound like this was a problem between Amos and
the king. Amos says this is a problem between Amaziah and God.
When you hear someone attacking a preacher of God, check to see if the
problem is not the attacker's relationship with God.
Conclusion
When people reject God and His message, they often attack the
messenger.
Amaziah was attacking Amos, but the issue was not Amos' message
at all. Not even the king did anything to him. The problem was that
Amaziah didn't like the message, so he was really rejecting God and His
message. Since he could not handle the message or discredit it, he
attacked the messenger.
FOR FURTHER STUDY
1. Amaziah went directly to the king to complain about Amos and
his message. If he was really interested in settling his differences with
Amos, where should he have begun? Why?

2 In what ways did Amaziah misrepresent Amos and his message?
What kind of application can we draw from this when we are called to
settle disputes or be an intermediary?
3. Why are people prone to attacking the messenger when he or she
brings bad news? How does that contribute to the "sugar-coated" gospel
that many preachers preach?

Lesson Nine

The Famine In Your House
Amos 8:1-14

THINK ABOUT IT

"Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye
are like unto whited sepulchers, which indeed appear
beautiful outward, but are within full of dead men's
bones, and of all uncleanness."
~ Matthew 23 :27

LESSONS FROM SCRIPTURE
In my lifetime, I have heard of major famines in various places of
the world, and so have you. What you may not be aware of is that there
just may be famine in your house.
In the fourth vision in a series of five, Amos talks about such a
possibility.

I.

A Comparison to Judgment. 8:1-3

The Vision. 8:1
Amos begins this vision by saying, "Thus the Lord God showed me,
Behold a basket of summer fruit." What Amos saw was not just a fruit
basket, but a basket filled with summer fruit. The summer fruit was the
fruit at the end of the harvest, the gathered fruit. Commentators are
agreed that Amos is speaking of ripe fruit.

A.

B.

The Interpretation. 8:2-3
The Lord asked Amos what he saw and Amos answered, "A basket
of summer fruit" (i.e., ripe fruit, 8:2). Then the Lord said, "The end has
come upon My people Israel." In the Hebrew text, there is something of
a play on words here. The Hebrew word for "summer" and the Hebrew
word for "end" are similar. The point is, Israel is ripe for judgment, just
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as the gathering of the summer fruit marked the end of the harvest, so
Israel has come to the end of her national existence.
Verse two goes on to say, "I will not pass by them anymore,"
meaning "I will not forgive them again" (cf. 7:8). Verse three adds, "The
songs of the Temple shall be wailing and there shall be so many dead
bodies they will throw them out in silence." Again, the point is that there
will be destruction and death. There will be yells, wailing, and lamenta
tions because of the ravages of death on every hand. The slaughter will
be so vast and the grief so great, words will be utterly worthless so that
they will throw out the dead in silence.
Israel was ripe for judgment. This vision reveals the nearness of that
visitation.

II. The Cause of the Judgment. 8:4-6

A.

The Invitation. 8:4
In Amos 8:4-6, those responsible for the judgment are invited to hear
the cause of it (cf. "hear," vs. 4). Throughout the book, Amos has
charged Israel with various transgressions. In the very first prophecy
against the Northern Kingdom, he spelled out five sins: (1) injustice
(2:6); (2) ill-treatment (2:7a); (3) immorality (2:7b); (4) insensitivity
(2:8); (5) indifference (2:9-12).
In the second of three messages, Amos again spelled out in detail
their sins: (1) injustice (4:1-3); (2) idolatry (4:4-5); (3) ignored warnings
(4:6-11).
He charged them with other things like being at ease in Zion (6:1).
But the issue, the number one sin, seems to be their injustice, their
mistreatment of others (cf. 5:24; 6:6; 6:12). In Amos 8, when he begins
to bring up their sin, it is the sin of injustice, the ill-treatment of the poor.
Verse four says, "You swallow up the needy and make the poor of the
land frail" (cf. 2:7). That's the charge against the nation.
B.

The Famine In Your House

The Famine In Your House

The Explanation. 8:5-6
In verses five and six, Amos explains what they were doing. He
says they sat through the new moon celebration, or Sabbath, saying,
"When will this be over so we can sell grain and trade wheat?" (8:5).
The new moon was the holy day on which business and trade were not
transacted and, of course, that was true for the Sabbath, too (cf. Num.
10:10; 28:11; etc.). But these people, though they were observing those
sacred days, were going through them continually thinking only of the
end, when they could give themselves again to their relentless pursuit of
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material gain. By the way, what do you think about in church?
Going through religious ritual without worship was bad, having a
heart filled with greed was worse but, in this case, it was even more
serious than that. Verse five also says, "making the ephah small and the
shekel large," falsifying the balance by deceit. An ephah was a measure
ment for grain. (One ephah contained ten omers, i.e., about three pecks
and three pints.) These people wanted to make the measurements small
and the shekel large. They were not giving the proper weight in food
while increasing the price. Less for more. There's nothing new under
the sun! They were practicing deceit and fraud. The Mosaic Law forbids
such dishonesty (Deut. 25:13-16). Thus, the poor man became poorer
until ultimately they had to sell themselves into slavery (8:6a), and for
the smallest amount, a pair of shoes (8:6b, cf. also 2:6). Leviticus 25:39
forbid that, too.
On top of all of that, that which an honest dealer threw away, the
refuge of the wheat, these oppressors sold (8:6c). These religious, unjust
oppressors were enriching themselves at the expense of the poor.

m.
A.

The Character of the Judgment. 8:7-14

Trembling and Darkness. 8:7-10
Next, Amos describes the judgment that will come upon them. He
begins by assuring them that judgment is sure. The Lord has sworn by
the pride of Jacob (8:7a). The pride of Jacob is Jehovah (cf. Hosea 5:5;
7:10). In other words, the Lord is swearing by Himself (cf. 4:2; 6:8). He
declares He will not forget any of their works (8:7b). The Lord
announces with a solemn oath that He will punish their sin.
The judgment will be so great that the earth will tremble and quake
(8:8a). As a result, the inhabitants will be thrown into mourning (8:8b).
In the latter part of verse 8, an illustration or figure is given. The land will
rise and shrink like the Nile, the river of Egypt. This is not an earthquake.
It is the trembling and shaking of the land because of divine judgment.
There will not only be shaking, there will also be darkness. Verse
nine says the Lord will make the sun go down at noon and He will
darken the earth in broad daylight. The earth will be enveloped in dark
ness on a clear day. An eclipse of the sun is not the setting of the sun.
This is divine judgment. This expression was employed when one is
destroyed in the midst of prosperity. To go from light to night is to move
from prosperity to extreme adversity.
As a result of the judgment of shaking in the darkness, there will be
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weeping and wailing (8:8b and 10). God said, "I will turn your feasts, [a
time of great joy and rejoicing, like our Christmas] into mourning and
your song into lamentations" (8:10).
This mourning will be deep. There will be sackcloth on every waist
(8: 10) and baldness on every head (8: 10). Shaving a bald place was a
sign of mourning (Isa. 3:24), but the most significant indication that this
will not be just mourning, but a severe case of lamentation, is that it will
be like the mourning for an only son, the one in whom the family name
was to be perpetuated. It will be a bitter day.

B. A Famine of the Word of God. 8:11-14
To make matters worse, there will be a famine (8: 1la), only this is
not a famine of bread and water, but a famine of hearing the Word of God
(8: 11 b ). Like people in a famine or in a drought, they will search the
land over from sea to sea, from north to east, running to and fro seeking a
word from God, but they shall not find it (8:12). Such hunger and thirst
will be aroused by the affliction that shall come upon them, but it will be
too late.
Verse 12 has been taken to refer to just the land of Palestine, i.e.,
those looking for the Word, running from the Mediterranean to the Dead
Sea. But the indefiniteness of language suggests Amos has every comer
of the globe in mind (cf. Ps. 72:8; Zach. 9:10). They will not be able to
find the Word of God anywhere.
In verse 13, individuals like fair virgins and strong men are singled
out. Of all the people, these are the ones who have hope, strength and
vigor. Yet they will faint! If the strong succumb to the thirst, how much
more the weak? If the young and vigorous faint, what of the aged and
the feeble?
If all of this sounds strange to your ears, verse 14 will explain. The
ones whq fall are those who swore by the sin of Samaria, saying, "As your
God lives, 0 Dan, and as the way of Beer-sheba lives." It was their prac
tice to swear by the name of their gods. As a matter of fact, God had
instructed Israel to swear by His name (Deut. 6: 13; 10:20), not in the
name of their gods. But the children of Israel in Amos' day had sworn by
"the sin of Samaria," i.e., the golden calf at Bethel (cf. 4:4 and Hosea 8:5).
The god of Dan was the bull image set up by Jeroboam. The way of
Beer-sheba (5:5) was the last of the three oaths made in the name of three
idol sanctuaries. These people had forsaken the Lord and now He
forsakes them.
"He that will not when he may. When he will shall have nay."
All of this was fulfilled in the Assyrian captivity.
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Conclusion
Those who practice injustice are ripe for the judgment of God, which
will call them to mourn and seek God's Word, which they'll not be able
to find.
FOR FURTHER STUDY
1. While technically keeping the Sabbath, the people of Israel were
not actually worshiping God. In what ways have we allowed our
worship to become ritualistic? What practical steps can we take to guard
against empty ritual?
2. One of the sins that God charges Israel with is the sin of mistreat
ing the poor. Using your knowledge of the Bible, what should be our
response to the poor? How successful are we at carrying out God's
commandments concerning the needy?
3. Another of Israel's sins involved dishonest business practices.
What kinds of dishonest business practices abound today? What should
be our response to such practices?

Lesson Ten

It Won't Happen to Me
Amos 9:1-10

THINK ABOUT IT
"You may juggle human laws, you may fool with human courts,
but there is a judgment to come, and from it there is no appeal."
~ Orin Philip Gifford

People are funny. When they don't want to face something they
know to be a reality, they will deny it. If nothing else, they'll adopt an "It
won't happen to me" attitude. While that's true in many areas of our
lives, it is especially the case when it comes to the subject of divine judg
ment. Even those who believe that there will be divine judgment, are not
persuaded it will happen to them. Amos speaks to that in his fifth and
final vision.

I.

The Revelation of the Lord by the Altar. 9:1

A.

v

The Position of the Lord-Standing by the Altar.
The previous four visions in this series all began with the phrase,
"Thus the Lord showed me" (cf. 7:1; 7:4; 7:7; 8:1). This one, however,
starts with "I saw the Lord." The others indicated what the Lord was
about to do; this one shows what the Lord is doing. The others simply
taught that the judgment would fall; this one pictures the Lord engaged in
the execution of judgment.
The vision itself is of the Lord standing by the altar (9: la). There is
a question as to which altar this is: (1) the one at Jerusalem; or (2) the
one at Bethel. While parts of the book are addressed to the whole nation
(cf. 3: 1; 6: 1), the bulk of the book in general and the third major section
in particular, are addressed to the Northern Kingdom. Therefore, the
Lord is standing by the altar at Bethel.
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The Proclamation of the Lord - Destroy the Altar.
Standing by the altar, the Lord commands "Strike the door posts,
that the thresholds may shake, and break them on the heads of them all."
The one who is to do this is not named (the mention of a sword, later in
this verse and in verse ten, indicates this was to be done by an invading
army). The question is: What exactly is He commanding to be
destroyed? He is standing by the altar. Is it to be destroyed? The answer
is no.
The word translated "door posts" literally means "capital" and here
refers to the tops of the pillars of the temple. The temple is being
destroyed from the top down. The blow from the top shatters the sanctu
ary to its foundation. From top to bottom it is completely destroyed. The
roof fell in!
When the "roof falls in," it will fall on the heads of the people gath
ered there (9:la). They will be buried in the ruins. Those who somehow
manage to escape the collapse of the building will be slain with the
sword. This destruction is being carried out by an invading army.
Assyria did do what is described here.
The destruction and death will be complete. He who flees will not
escape. He who escapes shall not be delivered. If anyone should
succeed in fleeing·the falling building, he will be pursued and slain by the
sword. There will be no possibility of escape.
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B.

II. The'Interpretation of the Lord by the Altar.

A.

Certainty of Judgment. 9:2-6
In the remainder of the passage (vs. 2-10), there are two elements to
this expanded interpretation.
First, t}le Lord emphasizes the certainty of judgment. Escape is
impossible. Because of the omnipresence of God, no matter where a
person goes, God will find him. The possibilities are described.
No matter where one goes in the universe, escape is impossible
because God is there (9:2). "Though they dig in hell" (literally Sheol),
which to the Hebrew mind was the depths of the universe, deep in the
center of the earth, "from there My hand shall find them." "Though they
shall climb to the heavens," the highest conceivable place, "from there I
will bring them down." Escape is impossible anywhere in the universe.
No matte:r where one goes on the earth, escape is impossible (9:3).
"Though they hide themselves on Mt. Carmel, from there I will search
and take them." (Mt. Carmel, rising to a height of 1800 feet, was
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supposed to have had 1000 caves where someone could have hid.) Or,
"though they hide from My sight at the bottom of the sea, from there I
will command the serpent and it shall bite them." If they go to the
bottom of the sea, considered to be the lowest place on the surface of the
earth, there God's servant the serpent would bite them. Sea monsters
were probably considered to be extremely dangerous. From the heights
to the depths of the earth, escape was impossible.
No matter where they go on the land area of the earth, escape is
impossible (9:4). "Though they go into captivity before their enemies,
from there I will command the sword and it shall slay them, I will set My
eye on them for harm and not for good." The point of this verse is that if
they should go into captivity voluntarily, in order to spare their lives, they
would not escape death. God has fixed His eye upon them. He has taken
them under His special superintendents not to bless or protect, but to
punish. Escape is impossible. There is no place to hide where they
cannot be found.
To further enforce the point, Amos proceeds to describe Jehovah as
the Lord of heaven and earth who sends judgment with omnipotent
power (9:5-6). This description of God is appended, as in 4: 13, 5:8-9,
and 8:8, without any connection whatever.
God touches the earth and it melts. He dissolves the stability of the
earth by great judgments. The inhabitants simply mourn. God's power is
so great He can make the earth rise and sink like the Nile River in Egypt
(9:5, cf. also 8:8 where the same figure appears again).
God can not only melt the earth (9:5a) and shake the earth (9:5b). He
can also flood it (9:6). After all, He formed the heaven (cf. He who builds
His layers in the sky) and the earth (cf. He has formed His strata in the
earth), so He certainly possesses the power to pour the waters of the sea
over the earth. Furthermore, He does it with His Word! (cf. "He calls.")

B.

The Description of the Judgment.

There were people hearing Amos' preaching who believed God
would judge, but that He would not judge them. They thought, "We are
the chosen people. He brought us out of Egypt to the Land." The Lord
speaks to that crowd in Amos 9:7-10, describing the judgment that shall
come to the Northern Kingdom.
He begins by saying, "You idolaters are like the heathen to me"
(9:7). "Granted, I brought you up from Egypt, but because of your sin,
that's no different than the fact that the Ethiopians had been taken from
their original abode in Arabia and transplanted in Africa. For that matter,
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I also transplanted the Philistines from Caphtor [probably Crete] and the
Samaritans from Kir to the regions around Damascus." Election would
not save them from judgment. To those who had forsaken the Lord their
conversion, when it comes to God's judgment, is no different, or of no
more value than converting from one political party to another.
Even though God chose Israel and brought her out of Egypt, because
of her sin God will judge the sinful nation and the judgment will be
destruction from the face of the earth (9:8a). When God looks at the
nation He sees sin. Therefore, He must exterminate it (cf. Deut. 6:15).
But some will scream- "You promised ... " so, He continues: "Yet
I will not utterly destroy the house of Jacob" (9:8b). God will destroy
forever the Northern Kingdom, but He will not utterly destroy the house
of Jacob, i.e., the nation of Israel. God will not default on His promise to
Abraham.
How all this will be carried out is explained in verse nine. God will
sift Israel among the nations, but He will not allow the smallest grain to
fall to the ground. Israel will not be totally destroyed, only shaken as if
in a sieve.
No grain falls to the ground, but neither does any sinner escape (9: 10).
All sinners of the nation will perish; especially those who defiantly boast
that the evil judgment would not happen to them (cf. also Amos 6:3).
Conclusion

When God does finally judge, it will be impossible to escape.
Unlike the modern American judicial system: (1) you will get
caught; (2) there will be no lawyer to get you off; (3) you will not get off
on probation; (4) it will happen to you; (5) there will be no place to hide.
FOR FURTHER STUDY

1. God told the people of Israel that they could not escape His judg
ment by running away. In what ways do people today try to "run away"
from God's judgment?
3. God tells the sinners that they can go nowhere to escape from
Him. How is this fact not only a warning but also a blessing?
2. Even in His anger, what promises to Abraham did God remem
ber? What does that imply about God's promises?

Lesson Eleven

ls There a Happy Ending?
Amos 9: 11-15

THINK ABOUT IT

"Man is unjust, but God is just; and finally justice triumphs."
~ Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

LESSONS FROM SCRIPTURE
In a sense, the book of Amos is a sad sermon. Consider:

Israel will be punished (2:6).
Her altars and her house will be destroyed (3: 13-14).
Her leading lady shall be led away captive (4:1-2).
Hundreds and thousands shall be killed (5:3).
The nation shall end up in captivity (5:27).
There shall be wailing (8:2-3).
There will be no escape (9: 1).
Yet, there is, in a sense, a happy ending. The epilogue of the book
describes the ultimate happy ending for Israel.

I.

The Restoration of the Kingdom. 9:11-12

A.

Israel was once a united and great kingdom.
In order to understand Amos 9: 11-12, one must keep in mind that
Israel was once a united and great nation. As ancient Greece had its
golden age and ancient Rome its great empire, so ancient Israel had its
glorious period under David and Solomon. Under David, a dynasty was
begun called, "The House of David" (cf. 2 Sam. 3:1; 1 Kings 11:38).
God even made a covenant with David to that effect (2 Sam. 7:16-17).
The House of David ruled in the City of David looking for the future Son
of David.
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B.

Israel's kingdom departed from the Lord, divided, declined and met
destruction.
But the nation of Israel departed from the Lord. When it did, there
was division, decline and the prophet began to predict destruction (cf.
Amos 7:9; 9:8a).
With that in mind, notice the phrase, "The tabernacle of David," in
Amos 9: 11. The word "tabernacle" literally means "thicket, booth." It
was used of a rude, temporary shelter for cattle. Keil translates it "hut."
Verse 11 speaks of the "falling down" of this hut and of its
"damage." The word "damage" literally means "breech, rent" and refers
to the division of the kingdom into north and south. Verse 11 also refers
to its "ruin," i.e., the overthrow and destruction of the kingdom.
This fallen, divided, destroyed hut symbolizes the utter ruin of the
kingdom. The magnificent house of David has become a demolished hut.

C.

Israel's kingdom will be restored. 9:11-12
But Amos is not promising the destruction of the kingdom in this
passage. He did that earlier. Here he is prophesying restoration.
"On that day," i.e., in the latter days of Israel's history, when judg
ment has fallen on the sinful kingdom (9:8), I will raise up the hut of
David which has fallen down. God is promising to restore the kingdom
of Israel. He says He will do the following:
1.

of the kingdom. When Israel's king is on her throne, Israel will be the
head of the nations.
This fallen, divided, destroyed hut will one day be one house, and it
will be a large house, for it will include the Gentiles.
Conclusion
God will restore the kingdom to Israel.

This will be fulfilled by the Messiah.
The Jews understood that this passage would be fulfilled when the
Messiah came. The Talmud called the Messiah "the Son of the Fallen"
based on this passage.

A.

B.

This will be fulfilled in the Millennium.
The passage says, "on that day." "That day" is a reference to the
Day of the Lord. That is obvious because even though Israel returned to
the land after Amos' time, the kingdom was not rebuilt "as in the days of
old" (vs. 11), including possession of Edom and others (vs. 12).

C.

This indicates Gentiles will be converted and be part of
the Millennium.
As a matter of fact, James quotes these verses to indicate that
Gentiles will be converted (Acts 15:16-18). His quotation does not mean
that this passage was fulfilled in the church, as amillennialists claim.
James simply says, "With this the words of the prophet agree." God
includes outcasts (Gentiles) in His program.

Repair its damage, literally, "wall up its rents."
This is a reference to the then divided kingdom. The divided
kingdom will one day be united again under one king David (cf. Hos.
3:5; Ez. 37:22).

II. Restoration of Prosperity. 9:13

2.

A.

Raise up its ruins.
"Ruins" comes from a Hebrew verb which means "to throw down,
break." This·picture is of something thrown down and now raised up.
3.

Rebuild it as in the days of old.
The kingdom will be restored to its glorious condition as in the days
of old, i.e., in the time of David and Solomon.
4.

Receive the Gentiles.
Israel will also possess the remnant of Edom. During David's day,
the Edomites had been brought into subjection, but as the hut of David
began to crumble, they recovered their freedom. For that matter, so did
the Philistines, the Moabites, the Ammonites, etc. Edom is perhaps
mentioned because she was the most hostile toward Israel and thereby
represented all Gentiles. For all Gentiles called by His name will be part
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The land's production was to be judged.
Amos goes on to describe the restoration of prosperity. To fully
appreciate this, remember that part of God's judgment was on the
production of the land (cf. 4:6-9; 8:9; 9:5-6).

B.

But God will restore the prosperity of the land.
Amos describes God's restoration of prosperity by saying the
plowman shall overtake the reaper and the treader of grapes, him who
sows the seed (9:13). The land will be abundantly fruitful. The crops
will grow and ripen so quickly that the one plowing the land for sowing
will be overtaken by the reaper and the treading of the grapes will last
until the sowing time.
Verse 13 also says the mountains shall drip with sweet wine and all
the hills shall flow with it. Again, the picture is of prosperity in that the
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land will be abundantly fruitful. The mountains are said to drip with
sweet wine because vines were planted on the terraces of the mountains.
Imagine! God restores to fruitfulness (cf. Ps. 51:13-15; John 21:15-17).

m.

Restoration of the People. 9:14-15

A.

The people will be taken from the land.
There is one more phase to the restoration. Recall that Amos has
proclaimed that the people will be taken from the land (cf. 5:27; 7:11;
7:17; 9:9).

B.

God will restore the people to the land.
He says, "I will bring back the captivity of My people Israel. They
shall build the waste cities and inhabit them. They shall plant vineyards
and drink wine from them" (9: 14). Returned Israel will rebuild the cities
and restore the land.
Furthermore, this restoration will not be temporary, but permanent.
For in the next verse God says, "I will plant them in the land and no
longer shall they be pulled up from the land that I have given them"
(9: 15). Israel will be "planted" never to be uprooted again.
These promises were not fulfilled in the return of Zerubbabel, Ezra
and Nehemiah, because Israel was uprooted again after that. Nor is the
realization of these verses in the church. Some want to make Israel the
church. They say the possession of Edom (vs. 12) is the reception of the
Gentiles into the church. The people in the passage, according to them,
are Christians and the blessing described here are spiritual blessings that
we enjoy today. But that is to make what is physical spiritual, and what
is literal, figurative. The predictions are to be taken at face value. God
has not cast away His people Israel (Rom. 11:1, 2, 15, 26). This prophe
cy will be fulfilled as written when Jesus Christ returns and sets up His
kingdom on the earth.
Conclusion
God will ultimately and permanently restore Israel, including
Gentiles, in the land.
The end of this story is sad. In 722 BC, Assyria invaded the
Northern Kingdom of Israel and everything Amos prophesied in his
book literally happened. So great was the destruction, that from that
point in history until now, there has never been a Northern Kingdom.
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The people to whom Amos ministered didn't have to be judged, for
the Lord said, "Seek Me and live" (5:4). But they did not listen.
Therefore, they were judged.
There's another sense in which there is a happy ending, for God will
ultimately and permanently restore the nation of Israel to the land of
Palestine. God's purpose and program for Israel will ultimately be fulfilled.
Likewise, God's purpose for the believer will be realized in that
every believer will be glorified. A believer cannot short-circuit God's
program, but he can shorten his life. There is a sin unto death, but at
death he will be glorified.
FOR FURTHER STUDY
1. What future does God promise the people of Israel? What must
happen in Israel before this end can come about? What does that tell us
about our relationship to God?

2. Despite its theme of judgment, the book of Amos promises a
happy ending. What does this imply is the purpose of judgment?
3. What could the people of Israel have done at any time to avoid
God's judgment? Why did they fail to do it? For what reasons do people
today fail to avoid God's judgment?

Lesson Twelve

Do Not Ignore This!

THINK ABOUT IT
"There is no virtue so truly great and godlike as justice."
~ Joseph Addison

LESSONS FROM SCRIPTURE
People tend to ignore truth to the point of their own detriment. The
overall truth of the book of Amos is a truth we dare not ignore.
In 931 BC, the nation of Israel split into the Northern and Southern
Kingdoms. Jeroboam I, the King of the North, established calf worship
at Bethel so the people in the North would not have to travel to Jerusalem
in the South to worship. The Northern Kingdom began its decline at that
point.
Years later, however, Israel experienced an "Indian Summer" of
prosperity and expansion under Jeroboam Il (793-753 BC). Amos minis
tered during his reign (1:1).
Politically, it was a time of expansion, freedom and peace. Israel
was at peace with Judah, had put most of the surrounding nations to
tribute, and occupied Damascus to the north. No one had any fear of an
invasion.
Socially, it was a season of unprecedented prosperity. Business was
good and wine was plentiful. Ivory couches and rich furnishings were
provided along with delicacies and stringed music for the banquets. The
people, especially the royalty and ruling classes, indulged in a life of luxury.
But spiritually, it was a time of decadence. The golden calf of
Jeroboam Il was still worshiped at Bethel. There were idolatrous shrines
at Gilgal and Beer-sheba. The priests were no help; they were morally
corrupt. As a matter of fact, corruption was the order of the day. The
judges were dishonest and the poor oppressed. There was idolatry, injus
tice, immorality and spiritual indifference.
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To those affluent northern urbanites, God sent a poor southern
country layman. Amos was a shepherd from Tekoa, 12 miles south of
Jerusalem. He hadn't been to seminary, only with his sheep. Yet, God
instructed him to prophesy to all Israel, and especially to the Northern
Kingdom. He had one subject: judgment. On that subject he had eight
prophecies, three messages, including two woes, and five visions.
Let's consider a summary of the whole book.
I.

Judgment Announced. 1:3-2:16

A.

On Three Heathen Nations. 1 :3-10

The first two chapters of Amos consist of eight prophecies on nations
surrounding the Northern Kingdom and then on the Northern Kingdom
itself. In each case he begins with, "For three transgressions of - - , and
for four - - ." This is not to be taken literally, as if there were four sins in
each case. Rather it is to be understood figuratively of the multiplication of
sins. He also adds in each case, "I will not turn away its punishment," indi
cating that the judgment is irrevocable. And he adds in every case "fire,"
which was to be the means of judgment. In these eight prophecies, first the
sin is stated, and then the sentence of God on that sin is given.
The first three nations in the list of eight are identified by their capi
tals. They were heathen neighbors to Israel. Syria's sin was her cruelty
to Israel in using implements of iron to mangle dead bodies. The sin of
Philistia was the selling of the Israelites into slavery to Edom. The sin of
Phoenicia was the same, only they had a covenant with Israel, which
made it worse.
Judgment is pronounced on these three heathen neighbors of Israel
because of their cruel treatment, and the judgment is the same in all three
cases - destruction.

B.

On Three Kindred Neighbors. 1 :11-2:3

The next three also comprise a group. These were kindred neighbors
of Israel. Edom, who came from Esau, the twin brother of Jacob, was
guilty of hating Israel. Ammon, a descendant of Lot, ripped open preg
nant women to enlarge their territory. Moab, also a descendant of Lot,
burned the bodies of the dead.
For these needless, senseless, cruel crimes against Israel, Amos
pronounced judgment, namely destruction.
C.

On the Sister Nation. 2 :4-5

The next nation was Judah, the sister nation to the Northern
Kingdom. For her sin of despising the Word of God, Amos pronounced
the same judgment of destruction.
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D. On Israel. 2:6-16
Then finally, he exposes the sin of Israel, including injustice, ill
treatment, immorality, insensitivity and indifference. In short, social
injustice and spiritual indifference. The judgment is again the same destruction.
There are a number of spiritual lessons in these verses: ( 1) God is
sovereign; He judges all nations, Gentiles as well as Jews; (2) God is just;
He judges the sins of sinners and saints.

II. Judgment Amplified. 3:1-6:14
A.

The First Message. 3:1-15

The first message is the roar of the lion. God says to Israel, "Your
sins are so excessive, the pagans think they are bad, so I'm telling the
prophet Amos to pronounce judgment."

B.

The Second Message. 4:1-13

The second message is the enumeration of the sins of Israel, includ
ing injustice, idolatry and ignored warnings. This message concludes
with an invitation for Israel to prepare to meet her God.
C.

The Third Message. 5: 1-17

The third message is of a corpse in a casket. If Israel refused to hear
the Word of the Lord, she would hear the weeping of the people who are
mourning the dead as a result of judgment.

D. The First Woe. 5:18-27
There are two woes attached to the third message. The first is a woe
against those who desire the Day of the Lord. In clear terms, God lets
them know that He is displeased with their religion. He despises their
feast days, will not accept their sacrifices, nor hear their songs.

E.

TheSecondWoe. 6:1-14

The second woe is against those who are at ease in Zion because of
their self-indulgence and spiritual indifference. God promises to judge
them with exile.
The people were religious. They had the privileges of being God's
people and having God's Word. The peril of privilege is that it will not
be used properly, or worse yet, will be misused.
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A.

God is faithful to judge and to restore. Don't ignore God's justice and
faithfulness to restore, or you'll face God's justice and faithfulness to judge.

B.

FOR FURTHER STUDY
1. In what ways does the book of Amos exhibit God's sovereignty?
His holiness? His patience? His faithfulness?

Judgment Assured. 7:1-9:10

Visions of Locusts, Fire and a Plumb Line. 7:1-9
The first three visions are linked together. The message is that judg
ment can be averted, but if you persist in your sin, judgment is assured.

The Protest of Amaziah. 7:10-17
After the first three visions, Amos records the protest of, and answer
to, Amaziah. Amaziah didn't like, and couldn't handle, the message of
judgment from God, so he attacked God's messenger. But he, too, will
be judged.
C.

The Vision of Basket of Fruit. 8:1-14
The fourth vision is of a basket of summer fruit. Like a basket of
ripe fruit, Israel is ripe for judgment. They have ignored God's Word, so
part of the judgment will be a famine of hearing God's Word.

D. The Vision of the Lord by the Altar. 9: 1-10
The fifth and final vision is of the Lord by the altar. When God does
judge, it will be impossible to escape. Judgment is assured!
Conclusion
A sovereign, holy, just God will judge sin. He announces it, and
even explains it first, but it is certain.
As I have gone through various books of the Bible, I have learned
things about the spiritual life in particular, and about life in general. In
this book, as much, or maybe more than other books, I have learned
about God:
God is sovereign (4:12-13; 5:8-9). He judges all nations.
God is holy (4:2). He judges sin.
God is just (3:2). He judges sins of His people.
God is omnipotent (4:13; 9:5-6).
God is omniscient (4:13).
God is omnipresent (4:13; 9:1-4).
God is patient.
He didn't judge the first time they sinned (cf. "for three transgres
sions and for four" in chs. 1, 2). He waited for repentance. Furthermore,
He announced the judgment first (3:7). Even then, He didn't judge until
40 years and two prophets later (the two prophets were Amos, and after
him, Hosea).
God is merciful (5:4, 6, 14, 15).
God is faithful (9: 11-15).

2. How are these same elements of God's character seen in our own
walk with Him?
3. Given God's reaction to the people of Israel, how should we react
to His warnings? His Promises? His judgment?
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